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InTroduCTIon To readIng Webs

PRogRAM	DeSCRIPTIoN:
Rourke’s Reading Web is a combination of computer software and nonfiction books. The 
web-based software features the text found in the books and provides students with the 
opportunity to practice their reading skills prior to reading the books.

WeB-BASeD	STuDeNT	ACTIVITIeS:
Students work through the computer activities before reading the books. The software 
engages students through the visually narrated presentation of background information 
and the suggestion of questions that lend themselves to a purpose for reading the text. 
Students interact with the text, its correct pronunciations, word meanings and use of 
the words in sentences. Students also record and listen to their own voices reading the 
passages from the books. Then students are assessed for reading rate, vocabulary meaning 
and comprehension.

 WeB-BASeD	PeRFoRMANCe	DATA:
 All student performance data is automatically saved in an individual student folder,   
 called a Scorecard, which can be shared with the student and reviewed in    
 teacher/student conferences. The same student performance data is available in   
 summary format for other school level administrators.

TeACheR	SuPPoRTeD	INSTRuCTIoN	AND	INDePeNDeNT	
ReADINg	AND	ACTIVITIeS:
After a student has completed the web-based passage, the teacher meets with students. 
She may meet one-on-one with individual students and conduct a reading conference or 
meet with a group of students who have all read the same passage for a guided reading 
session. After the students have met with the teacher, the teacher will assign a reading 
response journal prompt, vocabulary activity, or a comprehension activity for students to 
complete after independent reading of the book.   

CoMPoNeNTS:
	 •	Rourke	Reading	Web	Software	hosted	on	our	secure	
    web site www.RourkeReadingWeb.com
	 •	Reading	Web	Teacher’s	Resource	Online
	 •	Six-packs	of	Nonfiction	Books	associated	with	web-based	reading	passages
	 •	Headsets	with	microphones
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floW CHarT
The flow chart depicts both the student path and the teacher path for the web-based portion of 
Reading Web.

Then, or at a later time, teachers confer with their students by reviewing their Scorecards 
to determine if a student needs to move on to a more challenging title, attempt a less 
challenging title, or repeat the title the student has just completed.

Teacher
Student
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rourke readIng Web overvIeW 
of buIldIng logIns

•Building	Admin	Login	Allows:
	 •	view/add/delete/edit all teachers in building
	 •	view/add/delete/edit/Print Reports for all  
  students in building
	 •	view/add/delete all groups in building
	 •	view book passage list

•Teacher	Login	Allows	the	Teacher	to:
	 •	view/add/edit/Print Reports for students
	 •	view/add/edit/delete groups
	 •	view book passage list

•Student	Login	Allows	the	Student	to:
	 •	select and Interactively learn with 
  book passages
	 •	view their Scorecard
	 •	view book passage list

Admin	Login
(1 for Building)

Teacher	Login
(Unlimited for Building)

Student	Login
(Unlimited for Building)
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InsTallaTIon and 
TeCHnICal sPeCIfICaTIons

The Rourke Reading Web is purchased as a school site based program with the nonfiction 
books and headsets shipped to the school site. The software is available from a secure web 
site accessed by administrators, teachers, and students using assigned passwords. Teachers 
create a class list and issue passwords to students who can then access the program from 
any computer located at the school site. Arrangements can be made to allow students to 
access the program from their homes as well. All students’ performance data is available to 
administrators and teachers at the school site.
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All items must be met or exceeded by  higher specifications or newer versions.

All	platforms

 Flash: Version 9
 Sound: Sound card with attached speakers and microphone
 Internet:		 Broadband	cable,	DSL,	or	T1	connection	(512	kbps	or	faster)

Windows	PC

 operating	system:  Windows XP, Windows Vista
 Web	browser:  Internet Explorer 7  -  Firefox 3
 Specifications:		 Pentium	4	2.0	GHz,	Athlon64	3200,	Core	Solo	1.3	GHz	512	MB	of	RAM

Apple	Macintosh

 operating	system:		 OS	X	10.4,	OS	X	10.5
 Web	browser:		 Safari	2			-	Firefox	3
 Specifications:		 PPC	G4	1.42	GHz,	Core	Solo	1.5	GHz	512	MB	of	RAM

Please	note:	AOL	is	not	supported	on	any	platform.	Some	system	settings	such	as	font	DPI	and	visual	assistance	
software may cause display issues. Please contact Rourke Publishing prior to purchasing if you believe you may 
encounter issues with any of these items.

Security

 Flash	Security:		 Web	Security	Access	via	protected	Network

Network Bandwidth 

Download
 Action	 	 kbps
	 Download	 	 	128	 kbps
  Total:	 	128	 kbps

upload  
 Action	 	 kbps
	 Recording	 	 	 22	 kbps
	 Response	overhead	 	 8	 kbps
  Total:	 	 30	 kbps

Bandwidth per student
	 Download	 	 	128	 kbps
	 Upload	 	 	 30	 kbps

Classroom	requirements
	 Students	 	 	 30	
	 Rule	of	 	 	 5	
	 Download	 	 	768	 kbps
	 Upload	 	 	180	 kbps
  
 
  

readIng Web sysTem requIremenTs
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ImPlemenTIng readIng Webs

Because	the	Rourke	Reading	Web	
was designed to engage struggling 
readers to help them develop their 
reading skills, the program can be 
used in a number of instructional 
situations. These situations include 
classroom computer centers, resource 
rooms or libraries where computers 
are available, computer labs, as well 
as media center rooms used for after 
school or summer school programs.

Since the two most significant 
characteristics of the Reading Web 
are engaging students in reading 
and improving reading skills, the 
Reading Web can become a valuable 
supplement to a range of instructional 
situations. These situations include, 
“pull out” or “push in” interventions, 
RTI,	Special	Ed,	ELL,	After	School	and	
Summer School Programs.
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geTTINg	STARTeD	WITh	ReADINg	WeB

1.	 Log-in	to	your	Rourke	Reading	Web	account.	Click	on	the	Students	tab.	Then	click	on		 	
 Add a Student to input individual student’s information. If you want to group students   
	 by	class	period,	reading	level,	or	any	other	way,	simply	click	on	the	Groups	tab	to	create		
	 group	names.	(See	the	Web-Based Teacher Tools for Managing Students and Viewing   
 Data	section	for	more	info	on	adding	students.)

2.	 Introduce	Reading	Web	to	the	whole	class	at	one	time.	Before	demonstrating	the	Web-	 	
 based practice, make sure the students are aware that there are five components to   
	 the	program:	Web-based	reading,	Teacher	Instruction,	Independent	Reading,		 	 	
	 Vocabulary	Application,	and	Comprehension.

 After you have demonstrated the web-based portion of Reading Web, assign students   
 a practice book. For practice books, it’s best to select a book that is below the student’s  
 independent reading level so that their first hands-on experience with the program is a   
 positive one.

3. Plan on how you will integrate Reading Web into your current reading instruction. Think  
	 about	the	following	as	you	plan:

	 •	 Make	a	list	of	times	during	the	day	or	class	period	where	students	will	have	20		 	
  minute blocks of uninterrupted time to complete the web-based practice. If a student  
  has to log-out of the program before completing all nine screens, the next time they   
  log-in they will start at the first screen again.
	 •	 Decide	whether	your	students	will	have	a	partner	assisting	them	when	they	are		 	
	 	 working	on	the	computer.	(See	next	section	titled	Partnering	at	the	Computer	for		 	
	 	 additional	information.)	
	 •	 How	often	will	students	start	new	books?
	 •	 When	will	I	meet	with	students	for	individual	reading	conferences	or	guided	reading			
	 	 groups?
	 •	How	often	will	I	check	the	Student	Scorecards?

4.	 Be	flexible	in	your	approach.	After	a	few	weeks,	you’ll	find	that	you	and	your	students		 	
 settle-in to an easy routine with Reading Web.
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PARTNeRINg		AT		The		CoMPuTeR

Partnering at the computer on the Reading Web has proven to make the reading activities 
more effective. In partnering, one student is the Reading Partner who engages in the 
reading	activities.	At	his	side	is	the	Listening	Partner	who	encourages	the	Reading	Partner	
helping him focus on the tasks, commenting on the outcomes and in general, serving as an 
“audience of one.”

While	sitting	alongside	the	Reading	Partner,	the	Listening	Partner	holds	a	printed	copy	of	
the three comprehension questions that the narrator introduced during the Background 
Knowledge section of each web-based passage. These three questions serve as a purpose 
for	reading	the	passage	that	the	Reading	Partner	sees	next.	He	will	be	required	to	answer	
those	three	questions	as	part	of	the	final	assessment	exercise.	(See	Resources	section	of	this	
guide	for	reproducible	copies	of	the	questions.)

It’s important to teach the 
Listening	Partners	how	to	
coach their Reading Partners 
with appropriate comments 
and questions. In addition to 
modeling coaching comments 
and questions with the class, it 
is	helpful	to	give	each	Listening	
Partner a copy of the next page 
to include in their reading folder 
or notebook.
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CoMMeNTS	AND	QueSTIoNS	FoR	LISTeNINg	PARTNeRS

BACKGROUND	KNOWLEDGE
	 Listening	Partner:	 “Did	you	hear	the	three	questions?”
	 	 “Let’s	review	them.”
(	the	Listening	Partner	reads	them	aloud	from	the	reproducible	)

PRONUNCIATION	SECTION
	 Listening	Partner:	 “Which	six	words	are	the	hardest?”
	 	 “Click	on	each	one	and	say	them	out	loud	with	the	narrator.”

SPOKEN	GLOSSARY	SECTION
	 Listening	Partner:	 “Which	word	do	you	think	is	correct?’

ASSISTED	READING	SECTION
	 Listening	Partner:	 “I’ll	read	along	with	you	too.”

ECHO	READING/RECORDING
	 Listening	Partner:	 “When	the	words	turn	blue,	read	them	out	loud.”
(after	the	Reading	Partner’s	recorded	voice	is	played	back)
	 	 “Did	it	sound	like	you?”
	 	 “Do	you	want	to	record	it	again?”

REPEATED	READING
	 Listening	Partner:	 “Remember,	read	accurately	with	expression.”
(	looking	at	the	Words	Per	Minute	Goal	shown	on	the	printed	reproducible	)
	 	 “The	goal	is	_____Words	Per	Minute.		How	did	you	do?”

WORD	MEANING	SECTION
	 Listening	Partner:	 “First,	read	all	the	definitions.”
  “Then match the ones you know best.”
	 	 “Now	match	the	rest.”

COMPREHENSION	SECTION
	 Listening	Partner:	 “Listen	to	all	three	answers,	then	choose	one.”

STUDENT’S	SCORECARD
	 Listening	partner:		 “Let’s	review	your	score.”
	 	 “How	many	plus	marks	did	you	get?”
	 	 “How	well	did	you	think	you	did?”
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InsTruCTIonal sequenCe

Web-based PraCTICe and assessmenT

Reading Web consists of three essential components, each with a distinct purpose.

Web-Based Student Activities: The web-based activities are a risk free pre-reading activity 
that builds both reading fluency and vocabulary. Students have control of the pace of their 
instruction and can take the time needed to build confidence.  

Teacher Supported Instruction: After students complete the web-based pre-reading 
activities, it is important for the teacher to touch base with the student either through 
a	one-on-one	reading	conference	or	in	a	small	group	guided	reading	session.	Besides	
answering any questions the student may have, the teacher can select what independent 
vocabulary and comprehension activities the student will work on independently.

Independent Reading, Vocabulary Application, and Comprehension:	During	this	time,	
students build on the web-based and teacher supported instruction by applying the skills 
and	strategies	they	have	been	practicing	independently.	Not	only	do	they	read	the	book	but	
they also complete follow-up activities for vocabulary and comprehension. 

 

In	the	beginning,	students	will	need	a	minimum	of	20	minutes	to	complete	all	instructional	
components of the web-based practice. 

During	a	single	web-based	session	the	student	can	select	to	repeat	many	of	the	nine	screens.	After	
the student has completed all nine screens, if they want to practice reading the passage again, they 
will have to start with screen one.

The next several pages, shows each screen and gives the instructional purpose for the activity on 
the	screen.	(To	view	screens	for	teachers	see	the	Web-Based Teacher Tools for Managing Students 
and Viewing Data	section.)
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LOG-IN – The student enters his/her name and password.

MENU – The student chooses a title or selects a title determined by the teacher.
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BACKGROUND – The student listens to a pictorial narration from a particular book 
title. The narration lasts only one minute and shows only pictures from the book 
without the text. The narration concludes with the narrator asking three questions to 
prompt a reason for reading.

PRONUNCIATION – The student is presented with a page of text from the book and 
is urged to click on various words to hear their correct pronunciation. Every word in 
the passage can be heard and repeated, if necessary.
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SPOKEN GLOSSARY – The student is presented with the same text with five key 
words colored in blue and underlined. The student is directed to click on each word 
to see and hear the word from a spoken glossary. A “pop-up” appears showing the 
selected word, a phonetic pronunciation and a glossary meaning, all of which are 
narrated.

ASSISTED READING – The student is presented with the same passage and is 
prompted to read along with the narrator whose voice is in sync with a yellow 
highlighter moving across the text throughout the passage.
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ECHO READING – Presented with the same text passage, the student is prompted to echo-
read phrase-by-phrase following the narrator’s reading of each phrase. The student’s voice is 
recorded and played back for the student to hear. The echo reading is limited to the first few 
sentences of the text and the student can re-record as often as needed.

REPEATED READING – The student is presented with the same passage and 
is prompted to read it aloud without the assistance of the narrator. The blue 
highlighter paces the student through the text. This can also be repeated, if 
necessary, especially if the student is not in sync with the blue highlighter as it 
moves across the text.
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READING RATE – Then the student is again presented with the same passage and is prompted 
to read and record without the support of the narrator or the yellow highlighter. The student’s 
recording is timed. Upon the completion of the reading, the rate at which the student read is 
shown to the student and simultaneously saved in the student performance folder called the 
Scorecard. The student may repeat this assessment as many times as needed.

WORD MEANING – The student is presented with two columns of text. The left side 
column lists five key words from the spoken glossary. The right side column lists a random 
arrangement of definitions. The student is prompted to match the key words to the 
appropriate definitions. Any words incorrectly matched are printed in the student’s Scorecard.
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS – The student is presented with five multiple choice 
comprehension questions which are the same questions narrated in the early Background 
Knowledge section of the program. The student receives credit for each first correct response 
to the questions. The number of first correct responses is saved in the student’s Scorecard.

SCORECARD – The student is presented with the Scorecard showing key words that  
caused difficulty, an actual Reading Rate for this passage in WPM and the level of success 
in answering the five Comprehension Questions.
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TeaCHer suPPorTed InsTruCTIon

Conferencing	with	Readers	about	Nonfiction	Books
Each of the questions is a lead-in to a conversation about a book the student is reading. As the student 
responds to your question, ask additional questions to have the student further explain a response, reflect 
more on the book, or deepen comprehension. 

For you to accurately assess students’ understanding, students must know that all their responses are respected. 
Remember to keep your thoughts and opinions to yourself as you conference with your students.

General	Questions
	 •	 Why	did	you	choose	to	read	this	book?
	 •	 Are	you	glad	you	chose	to	read	this	book?	Why	or	why	not?
	 •	 What	does	this	book	make	you	think	about?
	 •	 What	is	the	best	part	of	this	book	so	far?
	 •	 What’s	the	big	idea	in	the	book	you	are	reading?
	 •	 What	were	some	of	the	details	or	ideas	that	supported	the	big	idea?
	 •	 Do	you	have	any	questions	about	the	topic	that	the	author	didn’t	answer?
	 •	 What	were	some	questions	that	you	had	while	you	were	reading?	Did	the	author	 answer them later 
	 	 in	the	book?

Author	Questions
	 •	 What	did	the	author	have	to	know	or	learn	about	(research)	to	write	this	book?
	 •	 Using	examples	from	the	book,	what	do	you	think	the	author	wants	you	to	learn	from		this	book?	
	 •	 Why	do	you	think	the	author	wrote	this	book?

Organization,	Text	Structure,	and	Literary	Elements
	 •	 What	type	of	text	structure	did	the	author	use?	Did	it	fit	the	content?
	 •	 Can	you	think	of	another	book	about	this	same	topic?	How	are	the	books	alike?	How	are	they	different?
	 •	 How	did	you	predict	what	information	was	coming	next?
	 •	 How	did	the	author	help	you	use	your	five	senses?
	 •	 Did	the	author	use	any	comparisons?	Can	you	give	me	an	example?

Graphic	Features
	 •	 How	did	the	pictures	or	illustrations	help	you	create	images	in	your	mind?
	 •	 How	did	you	use	the	pictures	or	illustrations	while	you	were	reading?	Did	they	help	 you understand   
	 	 the	topic?
	 •	 Show	me	a	graphic	feature	(pictures,	charts,	maps…)	that	was	helpful.	Tell	me	about	it.
	 •	 Show	me	a	graphic	feature	(pictures,	charts,	maps…)	that	you	really	liked.	Tell	me	about	it.
	 •	 Did	you	like	the	graphics	in	the	book?	Why	or	why	not?
	 •	 Did	the	illustrations	and	words	work	together?	Could	you	have	understood	one		without	the	other?		 	
  Explain.

After students complete a web passage, the teacher introduces the students to the book that the passage is 
from through guided reading sessions and/or one-on-one reading conferences.  

During	a	guided	reading	session,	the	teacher	will	work	with	a	group	of	students	who	have	all	
completed the same web passage. They will discuss what they learned from the web passage and he/
she will answer any questions they have. Prior to reading the nonfiction book, the teacher will help 
students transfer strategies and vocabulary practiced on the web, to the nonfiction book.

Although teachers may not have time to hold one-on-one reading conferences with students after 
each web passage, teachers should plan on meeting with individual students a minimum of two times 
each month. These individual conferences provide students a risk free setting to discuss their reading 
and give teachers the opportunity to target instruction to meet the immediate needs of the student. 



21

IndePendenT readIng, voCabulary 
aPPlICaTIon, and ComPreHensIon

Independent Reading

Developing	student’s	strategies	and	skills	for	reading	nonfiction	texts	is	an	essential	part	of	the
independent	reading	component.	Before	students	read	the	book,	the	teacher	should	assign	an
appropriate vocabulary application or comprehension activity that scaffolds students in developing
critical reading for meaning skills.

As students reading independently, they should be encouraged to take notes that will assist them with the 
task they will complete after reading the book.

Vocabulary	Application	and	Reading	Web	Dictionary

After reading a book from the Reading Web collection, students are to complete one of the 
seven vocabulary application reproducible worksheets provided in this guide. All worksheets 
require students to look-up words using a dictionary. To make sure all students have access to 
an	appropriate	dictionary	a	reproducible	Reading	Web	Dictionary	is	included.	The	dictionary	
has definitions and usage sentences for all glossary words from all of the books included in the 
program.

The	worksheets	are	not	book	specific,	any	worksheet	can	be	used	with	any	book.	Many	teachers	find	
that in the beginning, it is helpful to demonstrate one or two of the vocabulary worksheet formats 
with	the	entire	class.	Once	students	are	comfortable	with	these	formats,	the	teacher	then	introduces	
a couple more of the vocabulary worksheets.

Having	students	complete	vocabulary	worksheets	after	the	independent	reading	of	a	book	is	an	
essential component for students to deepen their understanding of Tier II and Tier III vocabulary 
words. In addition to enhancing their vocabulary, students will apply essential dictionary skills in an 
authentic	way.	Many	teachers	find	this	especially	helpful	for	ELL	students	who	may	have	access	to	a	
dictionary when taking state tests.

If you prefer not using reproducibles, students can re-create the worksheet format in their reading 
journal.	Also,	it	is	not	necessary	for	students	to	have	their	own	copy	of	the	dictionary.	Most	teachers	
find	printing	7-10	copies	of	the	dictionary	is	sufficient.

Note:	See	the	Resource	Section	of	this	guide	for	a	complete	alphabetical	list	of	the	vocabulary	words	from	the	

passages	and	for	a	copy	of	the	reproducible	Reading	Web	Dictionary.



22

 READING WEB VOCABULARY APPLICATION Vocabulary Development 
Name:__________________________________________________  Date:___________________

Title:__________________________

Directions: Scan the book to find ten words that are unfamiliar to you. Write the unfamiliar words in the 
first column and the sentence from the book that includes the word in the second column. Use context 
clues to determine your own definition and write it in the third column. Finally, write the dictionary 
definition in the last column.

Unfamiliar Word Sentence From 
the	Book

What	I	Think	it	Means Dictionary	Definition

© Rourke Publishing
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 READING WEB VOCABULARY APPLICATION Using Context Clues
Name:__________________________________________________  Date:___________________

Title:__________________________

Directions: As you read, use the chart below to list 10 words that are new to you.

•	 In	the	first	column,	list	words	from	the	book	that	are	unfamiliar.
•	 In	the	second	column,	tell	what	you	think	the	word	means.	Use	clues	from	the	sentence	and	paragraph	to		
 help you.
•	 In	the	third	column,	write	the	dictionary	definition	for	the	word.	Choose	the	definition	that	most	closely		
 matches the word’s meaning as it is used in the text.

Unfamiliar Word What	I	Think	it	Means Dictionary	Definition

© Rourke Publishing
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 READING WEB VOCABULARY APPLICATION Vocabulary 
Name:__________________________________________________  Date:___________________

Title:__________________________

Directions: For each box, find a word from the book that is unfamiliar to you.
Write the word on the line in the center of the box.
In	the	four	corners	of	the	box:
1. Use the dictionary to write a definition for the word
2. Write a synonym for the word
3. Write a sentence using the word
4. Draw a picture of the word

Definition

Synonym

Sentence

Picture

———————————

Definition

Synonym

Sentence

Picture

———————————

Definition

Synonym

Sentence

Picture

———————————

Definition

Synonym

Sentence

Picture

———————————

Definition

Synonym

Sentence

Picture

———————————

Definition

Synonym

Sentence

Picture

———————————

Definition

Synonym

Sentence

Picture

———————————

Definition

Synonym

Sentence

Picture

———————————

© Rourke Publishing



27

 READING WEB VOCABULARY APPLICATION Synonyms
Name:__________________________________________________  Date:___________________

Title:_________________________   ___

Directions: Choose five words from the book and think of synonyms for the words. Write each word and its synonym 
in the first column. Then write a definition for the words and draw an illustration in the second column.

Synonym Pairs Definition	and	Illustration

© Rourke Publishing
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 READING WEB VOCABULARY APPLICATION Synonyms
Name:__________________________________________________  Date:___________________

Title:_________________________   ___

Directions: Choose 10 words from the book and think of synonyms for the words. Write each word and its synonym 
in the first column. Then write a definition for the words and draw an illustration in the second column.

Synonym Pairs Definition	and	Illustration

© Rourke Publishing
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Comprehension

The comprehension activities focus on applying reading for meaning strategies and skills, as well as 
extension activities.

Comprehension	Reproducibles:

The reproducible worksheets in this section are not book specific and will work with many 
books in this collection as well as other books you have in your classroom. These comprehension 
reproducibles can be used for practice or assessment.

Until you are more familiar with the titles and worksheets, the attached list will help you select 
worksheets to go with each book.

Reading	Response	Journal	Prompts:

Many	teachers	prefer	to	use	journal	prompts	instead	of	daily	worksheets.	The	list	of	prompts	
provides the teacher flexibility in targeting specific nonfiction reading strategies that a student 
needs extra practice on.

Book	Report	Prompts:

Providing students the opportunity to communicate information they’ve learned while reading 
nonfiction books is an essential skill. While students should not be expected to write a book report 
on every book they read in Reading Web, selecting a prompt and writing a book report every four to 
six weeks is a practical way to develop the essential skill of communicating information.



30

Rourke	Reading	Web	Suggested	Reproducibles	by	Title

 Title Reproducible - 1 Reproducible - 2

Our	Senses KWL page 34 Compare and Contrast with a VENN Diagram 
page 37

Our	Sun	Brings	Life Retelling page 32 Draw, Label, and Share Facts page 35

Run, Swim, Fly Retelling page 32 KWL page 34

Stop	and	Go,	Fast	and	Slow Draw, Label, and Share Facts page 35 Compare and Contrast with a VENN Diagram 
page 37

Day	and	Night Retelling page 32 Compare and Contrast with a VENN Diagram 
page 37

I Use Science Tools KWL page 34 Learning Journal page 40

Shapes	and	Patterns	We	Know KWL page 34 Draw, Label, and Share Facts page 35

Creeping	Crawlers Descriptive Characteristics page 33 Compare and Contrast with a VENN Diagram 
page 37

Life	Cycle	of	a	Monarch	Butterfly Learning Journal page 40 Putting Events in Time Order page 41

Animal	Habitats Main	Idea	and	Details	page	42 Retelling page 42

Me	and	My	Shadow:	A	Book	About	
Light Learning Journal page 40 Main	Idea	and	Details	page	42

Floating and Sinking Draw, Label, and Share Facts page 35 Compare and Contrast with a VENN Diagram 
page 37

Living	or	Nonliving Draw, Label, and Share Facts page 35 Compare and Contrast with a VENN Diagram 
page 37

Measuring	Our	World Learning Journal page 40 Main	Idea	and	Details	page	42

Plant	Life	Cycles Putting Events in Time Order page 41 Sequence of Events page 45

Magnet	Power KWL page 34 Before, During, After page 36

Matter	Comes	in	All	Shapes Draw, Label, and Share Facts page 35 Word Web page 38

Filling the Earth with Trash Learning Journal page 40 Retelling page 43

Made	of	Metal KWL page 34 Main	Idea	and	Details	page	42

What’s	on	the	Food	Chain	Menu? Word Web page 38 Learning Journal page 40

Zap! It’s Electricity Draw, Label, and Share Facts page 35 Word Web page 38

Studying	Weather	Climates Learning Journal page 40 Main	Idea	and	Details	page	42

Where	Did	the	Water	Go? Putting Events in Time Order page 41 Sequence of Events page 45

Gravity!	Do	You	Feel	It? Draw, Label, and Share Facts page 35 Word Web page 38
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 Title Reproducible - 1 Reproducible - 2

Stars KWL page 34 Before, During, After page 36

Moon Draw, Label, and Share Facts page 35 Word Web page 38

Sun Learning Journal page 40 Retelling page 43

Space Main	Idea	and	Details	page	42 Retelling page 43

Earth Draw, Label, and Share Facts page 35 Word Web page 38

Planets KWL page 34 Before, During, After page 36

Growing	Up	Green Learning Journal page 40 Retelling page 43

Trees:	Earth’s	Lungs Learning Journal page 40 Retelling page 43

Recycling Earth’s Resources Word Web page 38 Learning Journal page 40

Clean	and	Green Learning Journal page 40 Retelling page 43

Trees	Don’t	Freeze KWL page 34 Before, During, After page 36

How	Muscles	and	Bones	Hold	You	Up Compare and Contrast with a VENN Diagram 
page 37 Learning Journal page 40

Life	Cycles:	Chickens Putting Events in Time Order page 41 Sequence of Events page 45

Albert Einstein Retelling page 32 Descriptive Characteristics page 33

Life	Cycles:	Sunflowers Putting Events in Time Order page 41 Sequence of Events page 45

Gray	Wolves Retelling page 32 Descriptive Characteristics page 33

Savannahs Retelling page 32 KWL page 34

Gorillas Draw, Label, and Share Facts page 35 Before, During, After page 36

Whales Word Web page 38 Learning Journal page 40

Sharks Retelling page 32 Descriptive Characteristics page 33

Big	Cats Draw, Label, and Share Facts page 35 Before, During, After page 36

Oceans Retelling page 32 Descriptive Characteristics page 33
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 READING WEB REPRODUCIBLE Retelling

Name:__________________________________________________  Date:___________________

Title__________________________

Directions: Answer these questions about the book .

1. What was the most interesting part of the book? Draw a picture of it here.

2. Explain your picture. What does it show?
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

3. What else would you like to learn about this subject?
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

© Rourke Publishing
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 READING WEB REPRODUCIBLE KWL

What	I	Know

Name:__________________________________________________  Date:___________________

Directions: Think about the book _________________________________. What do you already know 
about this subject? What would you like to learn? Before reading the book, fill in the first two columns on 
the	chart.	After	reading,	fill	in	the	third	column	with	some	things	you	have	learned.	Include	page	numbers	
where you found your information in the book.

What	I	Wonder What	I	Learned

© Rourke Publishing
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 READING WEB REPRODUCIBLE Before, During, After

Name:__________________________________________________  Date:___________________

Title__________________________

Directions: Answer the questions. Be sure to use complete sentences.

1. List three questions you have about the book before reading.

a.__________________________________________________________________________________

b.__________________________________________________________________________________

c.__________________________________________________________________________________

2. Write three questions that occurred to you while reading the book.

a.__________________________________________________________________________________

b.__________________________________________________________________________________

c.__________________________________________________________________________________

3. List three questions you still have after reading the book.

a.__________________________________________________________________________________

b.__________________________________________________________________________________

c.__________________________________________________________________________________

© Rourke Publishing
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 READING WEB REPRODUCIBLE Synonyms
Name:__________________________________________________  Date:___________________

Title:_________________________   ___

Directions: Choose five words from the book and think of synonyms for the words. Write each word and its synonym 
in the first column. Then write a definition for the words and draw an illustration in the second column.

Synonym Pairs Definition	and	Illustration

© Rourke Publishing
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 READING WEB REPRODUCIBLE Learning Journal
Name:__________________________________________________  Date:___________________

Directions: Think about the book ____________________________. What did you learn?
 1. Make notes about the reading on the chart below.
 2. Share your notes with a partner.

What	I	knew	about	____________
before reading:

What	I	learned	about	__________
from the book:

What	I‘d	like	to	learn	more	about:

© Rourke Publishing
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 READING WEB REPRODUCIBLE Putting Events in Time Order

Now complete the timeline below. Sequence the events you listed above in the order they happened by 
writing each event in the correct box.

Four important events:

1st Event

2nd Event

3rd Event

4th Event

Name:__________________________________________________  Date:___________________

Title__________________________

Directions: First use the book to make a list of 4 important events. List them in the box below. 

© Rourke Publishing
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 READING WEB REPRODUCIBLE Main Idea and Details
Name:__________________________________________________  Date:___________________

Title:__________________________

Directions:	Think	of	an	important	idea	you	learned	about	in	the	book.	In	the	middle	of	the	concept	map	
below, write the topic. On the four lines, write four main ideas relating to your topic. Give two more details 
about each main idea on the horizontal lines.

© Rourke Publishing
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 READING WEB REPRODUCIBLE Retelling

Name:__________________________________________________  Date:___________________

Title:_________________________   ___

Directions: Answer these questions about the book _______________________________.

1. What was the most interesting part of the book? ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________

2. Tell three new things you learned as you read. _____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________

3. What is one new word that you encountered in the book? What does it mean? Use it in a sentence of your 

own.__________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

4. What questions do you have about what you learned in the book? Where could you look to find the 

answers? _______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

© Rourke Publishing
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Reading	Response	Journal	Prompts	for	Nonfiction	Books
Using	Your	Five	Senses	to	Create	Images	in	Your	Mind
	 •	 Were	there	places	in	the	book	that	helped	you	make	a	picture	in	your	mind?	Draw	a	 picture of one 
  of the parts and label it.
	 •	 What	words	did	the	author	use	to	help	you	see	a	clear	picture	in	your	mind	of	what	you	
	 	 were	reading?
	 •	 Does	the	author	use	comparisons	to	help	you	visualize	the	information	you	are	reading?	What	are		 	
	 	 those	comparisons?	Draw	a	picture	to	show	what	was	the	same	and	what	was	different.

Connect	Reading	to	Your	Own	Experiences
	 •	 Have	you	ever	had	any	of	the	same	experiences	as	the	subject	of	the	book	you	just	read?	
	 •	 What	did	you	already	know	about	this	subject?
	 •	 Did	you	learn	anything	that	surprised	you?
	 •	 What	new	information	did	you	learn	that	you	did	not	know	before	you	read	this	book?

Ask	Questions	and	Make	Predictions
	 •	 What	important	information	did	you	learn?	What	question	could	you	ask	to	learn	more	on	this		 	
	 	 subject?	Where	could	you	look	for	more	information?
	 •	 What	other	information	do	you	think	the	author	could	include	in	the	book?
	 •	 What	questions	did	you	have	before	reading	the	book?	
	 •	 What	questions	did	you	have	while	you	were	reading	the	book?	
	 •	 What	questions	did	you	have	when	you	finished	reading	the	book?

Pause While Reading to Reflect
	 •	 While	you	are	reading,	stop	when	you	find	something	interesting.	After	reading,	write	about	the	
  parts of the book you found to be interesting. Tell how the author made it interesting.
	 •	 Is	there	someone	else	who	would	enjoy	reading	this	book?	Who	would	it	be	and	why?
	 •	 What	is	the	main	idea	that	the	author	wants	you	to	understand?
	 •	 Think	about	some	questions	you	had	before	you	started	to	read.	While	you	are	reading,	pause	when		 	
	 	 you	think	you	have	an	answer	to	one	of	those	questions.	Can	you	answer	it?	Do	you	have	another		 	
	 	 question	now	that	you	have	answered	the	first	one?

Make	Inferences	and	Draw	Conclusions
	 •	 State	a	new	fact	that	you	learned	and	tell	why	you	think	the	author	included	this	information.
	 •	 What	important	features	of	the	book	would	support	you	as	a	reader?	Was	there	a	table	of	contents,		 	
	 	 glossary,	or	index?	Did	you	use	them?	Why	are	they	important	to	a	reader?
	 •	 Draw	a	picture	of	one	of	the	animals,	places,	or	people	you	read	about.	Do	you	think	it	was	
	 	 important	for	you	to	learn	this	information?	Why	or	why	not?

After successfully reading any of the nonfiction titles, students should be encouraged to make 
entries in their reading journals. Following are suggested prompts.
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Write a letter to a friend explaining what you read about in your book. 
	 	 •	 Provide	five	important	facts
	 	 •	 Include	details	about	each	fact
	 	 •	 Explain	why	you	think	it	is	important	for	your	friend	to		 	
	 	 	 know	this	information
 

1

2

Create	a	book	jacket	for	your	book.	
	 	 •	 Write	a	short	summary	about	the	book	on	the	back
	 	 •	 Write	a	brief	biography	about	the	author	and	illustrator		 	
   for the inside flap

Book	Report	Prompts

Directions:	Print	out	the	book	report	cards	on	cardstock	and	cut	apart	into	cards.	You	can	laminate	
them and place them in a special box that is accessible to all students. Then have students select 
the format that best fits the book they are reporting on.
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Write	a	letter	to	the	author	of	the	book	using	examples	from	the	book	to	
explain	what	you	found	to	be	interesting	or	something	new	that	you	learned.
	 	 •	 Composing	skills	(description,	comparisons,	active	
	 	 	 verbs,	sentence	structures)
	 	 •	 Word	choice
	 	 •	 Organization
	 	 •	 Pictures	and	graphics
	 	 •	 Author’s	opinions
	 	 •	 Facts	or	information	

4

5

Write	a	new	ending	for	the	book	using	ending	technique.
	 	 •	 Invitation	to	reader	to	act
	 	 •	 Clincher
	 	 •	 Prediction
	 	 •	 Question	to	the	reader
	 	 •	 Summary
	 	 •	 Circle	back	to	the	beginning
	 	 •	 Tell	how	you	felt
	 	 •	 Universal	words	(every	day,	everyone,	all,	world…)

3

Write	a	new	beginning	for	the	book	using	a	different	hook	to	catch	
the reader.
	 	 •	 Question
	 	 •	 Startling	fact
	 	 •	 Noise	(onomatopoeia)
	 	 •	 Exclamation
	 	 •	 Universal	words	(every	day,	everyone,	all,	world…)
	 	 •	 Quotation	
	 	 •	 Definition
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7

8

Use	a	large	brown	paper	bag	as	a	book	jacket.
	 	 •	 Illustrate	the	front	and	back	of	the	bag	as	if	it	is	a	
	 	 	 book	jacket
	 	 •	 Place	objects	inside	the	bag	that	will	help	you	to	share		 	
   what you learned
	 	 •	 Choose	objects	that	relate	to	your	topic

Write	a	newspaper	article	and	retell	the	information	as	if	you	were	
really there.
	 	 •	 Include	who,	what,	where,	when,	why,	and	how
	 	 •	 Use	a	catchy	heading	that	includes	a	verb
	 	 •	 Illustrate	the	article

6

Write	a	review	of	a	book.
	 	 •	 Write	a	short	summary
	 	 •	 Tell	what	you	liked	and	did	not	like	using	specific		 	 	
	 	 	 examples	from	the	book
	 	 •	 Give	the	book	a	star	rating	(one	star	means	don’t	read,		 	
	 	 	 five	stars	means	must	read)
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10

11

Make	a	bookmark	for	the	book.
	 	 •	 Illustrate	the	front	using	pictures	about	your	topic
	 	 •	 Write	five	reasons	you	like	the	book	and	why	on	the	back		
	 	 	 of	the	bookmark
	 	 •	 Leave	the	bookmark	in	the	book	for	the	next	reader		 	
	 	 	 when	you	return	it	to	the	classroom	library

Create	a	word	wall	of	all	of	the	important	vocabulary	words	you	found	in	
your book.
	 	 •	 Use	index	cards	or	sticky	notes
	 	 •	 Illustrate	each	word
	 	 •	 Group	words	together	which	are	similar	in	meaning
	 	 •	 Alphabetize	the	words

9

Make	a	map	of	the	place	you	read	about.
	 	 •	 If	the	place	changes,	make	a	trail	leading	the	reader		 	
	 	 	 from	one	setting	to	the	next
	 	 •	 Explain	how	the	place	affects	the	problem	or	solutions	
	 	 	 to	the	problem
	 	 •	 Include	geographical	information	such	as	landforms,		 	
	 	 	 waterways,	and	names	of	countries,	cities,	towns,	
	 	 	 or	continents
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13

14

Write	to	a	movie	production	company.	Tell	them	why	they	should	make	a	
documentary	out	of	this	book.
	 	 •	 Provide	important	facts	and	information	about	this	book
	 	 •	 Composing	skills	(description,	comparisons,	active	verbs,		
	 	 	 sentence	structures)
	 	 •	 Word	choice
	 	 •	 Organization
	 	 •	 Pictures	and	graphics

Pretend	your	book	is	being	made	into	a	documentary.	
	 	 •	 Illustrate	one	scene	from	the	movie
	 	 •	 Describe	what	is	happening	in	the	scene
	 	 •	 Write	some	dialogue	for	a	narrator	to	speak
	 	 •	 Name	some	real-life	movie	stars	who	would	portray	the		
	 	 	 people	from	your	book

12

Dress	up	as	the	person	in	the	book.	
	 	 •	 Present	yourself	to	your	class	as	if	you	are	that	person
	 	 •	 Use	simple	props
	 	 •	 Try	to	display	emotions	or	behaviors	your	person	
	 	 	 might	display
	 	 •	 Use	important	phrases	or	quotes	the	person	might	use
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16

17

Be	a	TV	reporter	and	report	the	story	as	if	it	is	happening	live.
	 	 •	 Use	exciting	verbs
	 	 •	 Write	a	headline	which	includes	a	verb
	 	 •	 Include	who,	what,	where,	when,	why,	and	how

Create	a	model	of	something	you	learned	about.
	 	 •	 Write	an	explanation	of	the	model
	 	 •	 Composing	skills	(description,	comparisons,	active	
	 	 	 verbs,	sentence	structures)
	 	 •	 Word	choice
	 	 •	 Organization

15

Create	a	poster	or	diagram	of	something	you	learned	in	a	nonfiction	book.
	 	 •	 Label	important	features,	characteristics,	or	behaviors	
	 	 •	 Write	a	caption	explaining	the	poster	or	diagram
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nonfICTIon books and Web Passages

The	content	in	Rourke’s	Reading	Web	comes	from	46	leveled,	nonfiction	titles	at	reading	
levels	K	through	4,	spanning	interest	levels	4	through	12.	Passages	on	the	computer	are	the	
exact	text	found	in	the	books.	By	mastering	the	text	on	the	computer,	students	are	able	to	
read the books with comprehension. Following is a list of titles and their reading levels. 

  Guided 
  reading lexile Grade Target  
 Title level level level WPM

Tier two vocabulary words are indicated by an asterisk (*).

our Senses	 B	 BR	 K	 60-70

 Easy Reading about the five senses.

Vocabulary Words: senses*, brain, eyes, touch, tongue

our Sun Brings life	 D	 100	 1	 60-70

 Emergent readers learn facts about the Sun the important role it plays for our planet.

Vocabulary Words: sky, Sun, Earth, water, fruits

run, Swim, Fly	 D	 100	 1	 60-70

 Emergent readers learn how some living things move in water, in air, and on land.

Vocabulary Words: fly, night, cheetahs, penguins, climbs*
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  Guided 
  reading lexile Grade Target  
 Title level level level WPM

Stop and Go, Fast and Slow	 D	 100	 1	 60-70

 Emergent readers observe the way things move in different directions and speeds.

Vocabulary Words: push, pull*, straight, seesaw, spins

day and Night	 E	 150	 1	 60-70

 Emertgent readers learn about the cycle of day and night.

Vocabulary Words: planet, Sun, day, night, Moon

i Use Science Tools	 E	 150	 1	 60-70

 Emergent readers explore various scientifc tools such as a microscope, magnifying glass, 
and ruler.

Vocabulary Words: hand lens, microscope, ruler, scale*, timer

Shapes and Patterns	 G	 250	 1	 60-70
We Know

 Teaches young readers about shapes and patterns using the seasons of the year and 
pictures of nature.

Vocabulary Words: triangle, oval, rhombus, trapezoid, hexagon

Tier two vocabulary words are indicated by an asterisk (*).
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  Guided 
  reading lexile Grade Target  
 Title level level level WPM

Tier two vocabulary words are indicated by an asterisk (*).

Creeping Crawlers	 G	 250	 1	 60-70

 Learn about bugs that creep and crawl. Bugs found around your home and school. Bugs 
that crawl then fly.

Vocabulary Words: poisonous, chrysalis, colonies, environment*, aphids

life Cycle of a	 G	 250	 1	 60-70
Monarch Butterfly

 Describes and compares the physical characteristics, habitat, behavior, life cycle, diet, 
and reproduction of these amazing insects

Vocabulary Words: pupa, nectar, spiral, migrate*, hibernate

animals Habitats	 H	 300	 1	 60-70

 Early readers learn about different animal habitats.

Vocabulary Words: habitat*, shelter*, grasslands, tropical, equator

Me and My Shadow		 H	 300	 1	 60-70

 Early readers learn how some objects block light while light shines through others.

Vocabulary Words: shadow, blocks*, light*, casts*, shine*
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  Guided 
  reading lexile Grade Target  
 Title level level level WPM

Tier two vocabulary words are indicated by an asterisk (*).

Floating and Sinking	 I	 350	 1	 70-80

 Early readers investigate which materials, shapes, and sizes float or sink.

Vocabulary Words: cork, floats, sinks, metal, shape 

living or Nonliving?	 I	 350	 1	 70-80

 Early readers learn about what living things need as well as which things are nonliving in 
nature.

Vocabulary Words: energy, computer, breath, healthy, bloom

Measuring our World	 I	 350	 1	 70-80

 Introduces students to various measuring tools and different ways of measuring objects.

Vocabulary Words: centimeter, millimeter, balance, ingredient, speedometer

Plant life Cycles	 I	 350	 I	 70-80

 Early readers learn about plant life cycles.

Vocabulary Words: reproduces*, life cycle, bulb*, nutrients, shoot*
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  Guided 
  reading lexile Grade Target  
 Title level level level WPM

Tier two vocabulary words are indicated by an asterisk (*).

Magnet Power	 J	 400	 2	 70-80

 Early readers investigate magnets.  

Vocabulary Words: magnet, force*, attracts, poles*, repel*

Matter Comes in all Shapes	 J	 400	 2	 70-80

 Early readers investigate what matter is.

Vocabulary Words: matter*, mass*, liquid, solid, gas

Filling the Earth with Trash	 K	 450	 2	 80-90

 Young readers will discover what happens to trash in a landfill.

Vocabulary Words: garbage, waste*, reduce, recycle, reuse

Made of Metal	 K	 450	 2	 80-90

 Explains about the many things made of metal and why they are so useful.

Vocabulary Words: properties*, foil*, rigid, electricity, attract*
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  Guided 
  reading lexile Grade Target  
 Title level level level WPM

Tier two vocabulary words are indicated by an asterisk (*).

What’s on the	 K	 450	 2	 80-90
Food Chain Menu?

 Intermediate readers explore who’s eating who and where.

Vocabulary Words: nutrients, nonliving, producers*, consumers*, omnivores

Zap! it’s Electricity	 L	 500	 2	 80-90

 Intermediate readers explore electricity.

Vocabulary Words: electricity, energy*, work*, power lines, conductor*

Studying Weather	 M	 550	 2	 80-90
and Climates

 Intermediate readers explore the difference between climate and weather.

Vocabulary Words: weather, climate*, precipitation, meteorologists, drought

Where did the Water Go?	 M	 550	 2	 80-90

 Intermediate readers explore concepts of evaporation, condensation, and water as a 
solid, liquid, or gas.

Vocabulary Words: melted, liquid, water vapor, gas, temperature
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  Guided 
  reading lexile Grade Target  
 Title level level level WPM

Tier two vocabulary words are indicated by an asterisk (*).

Gravity! do You Feel it?	 N	 600	 3	 90-100

 Intermediate readers explore concepts of gravity.  

Vocabulary Words: gravity*, force*, universe, gravitational pull, weight

Stars	 F	 200	 1	 60-70

 Stars and their mysteries are revealed in this incredible book about stars.

Vocabulary Words: gas, gravity*, dim*, meteoroids, atmosphere* 

Moon	 G	 250	 1	 60-70

 The Moon is the focus of this book and provides the most current information about its 
composition, distance from Earth, who has visited, and if there are future plans to return.

Vocabulary Words: solar system, orbits*, planets, craters, poles* 

Sun	 G	 250	 1	 60-70

 The Sun and its characteristics are discussed in this book. The impact that the Sun has 
on our planet is also addressed.

Vocabulary Words: solar system, planets, orbit*, gases, gravity
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  Guided 
  reading lexile Grade Target  
 Title level level level WPM

Tier two vocabulary words are indicated by an asterisk (*).

Space	 G	 250	 1	 60-70

 Outer space and its characteristics are discussed and identified throughout this book. 
The most up to date information from current research is provided.

Vocabulary Words: atmosphere*, orbit*, astronauts, telescopes, galaxy

Earth	 G	 250	 1	 60-70

 Provides the most current facts about the Earth including atmosphere, composition of 
the planet, space travel from the planet, and other interesting facts.

Vocabulary Words: planet, orbits*, atmosphere*, solar system, equator

Planets	 H	 300	 1	 60-70

 The planets are highlighted in this book and answers questions such as distance 
between the planets, how many planets are really in our solar system, current and future 
travel plans, and who studies the planets.

Vocabulary Words: orbit*, solar system, terrestrial, gas, iron 

Growing Up Green	 J	 400	 2	 70-80

 Young readers will discover what they can do to make greener choices as they grow up.

Vocabulary Words: recycle, reuse, compost pile, fossil fuels, carbon dioxide 
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  Guided 
  reading lexile Grade Target  
 Title level level level WPM

Tier two vocabulary words are indicated by an asterisk (*).

Trees: Earth’s lungs	 J	 400	 2	 70-80

 Young readers will discover why trees are so important to a healthy Earth.

Vocabulary Words: lungs, carbon dioxide, oxygen, stomata, energy* 

recycling Earth’s resources	 J	 400	 2	 70-80

 Young readers will discover what Earth’s resources are and how they can help recycle 
them.

Vocabulary Words: resources*, metals, recycle, recycling center, compost

Clean and Green Energy	 K	 450	 2	 80-90		

 Young readers will discover what types of energy are clean and have less impact on the 
environment.

Vocabulary Words: energy*, renewable, solar, electricity, turbine 

Trees don’t Freeze	 K	 450	 2	 80-90

 Discusses how animals and trees adapt to cold weather and gives information about 
boreal forests and mountainside trees.

Vocabulary Words: weather, climate*, insulation, migrate, dormant
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  Guided 
  reading lexile Grade Target  
 Title level level level WPM

Tier two vocabulary words are indicated by an asterisk (*).

How Muscles and Bones	 L	 500	 2	 80-90
Hold You Up

 Explores how our skeletons and muscles are made, how they are held together, how 
model skeletons help us learn and understand our bodies, and the importance of muscles.

Vocabulary Words: replica, hinges*, socket, disc, biceps

life Cycles: Chickens	 M	 550	 2	 80-90

 Describes the physical characteristics, habitat, behavior, life cycle, diet, and 
reproduction of these feathery producers of eggs. 

Vocabulary Words: domestic*, flocks, pests, breeds*, comb* 

albert Einstein	 N	 600	 3	 90-100

 Biographical and science-related information, examining the life of Albert Einstein and 
his knowledge of physics.

Vocabulary Words: genius, scientist, experiments, physics, relativity* 

life Cycles: Sunflowers	 N	 600	 3	 90-100

 Introduction to the physical characteristics, life cycle, and harvesting of sunflowers.

Vocabulary Words: nutrients, growing season, disk flowers, pollen, ray flowers
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  Guided 
  reading lexile Grade Target  
 Title level level level WPM

Tier two vocabulary words are indicated by an asterisk (*).

Gray Wolves	 O	 625	 3	 90-100

 Beautiful photos and text examines the issues endangered gray wolves face and how 
they can be saved.

Vocabulary Words: pack*, alpha*, offspring, carnivores, endangered species*

Savannahs	 P	 675	 3	 90-100

 Beautiful photos and text examines the issues faced by savannah habits and how they 
can be saved.

Vocabulary Words: shrubs, herbivores, predators, damage, overgraze 

Gorillas	 P	 675	 3	 90-100

 Beautiful photos and text examines the issues endangered gorillas face and how they 
can be saved.

Vocabulary Words: habitat*, jungles, Africa, endangered species, tropical rainforests 

Whales	 P	 675	 3	 90-100

 Beautiful photos and text examines the issues endangered whales face and how they 
can be saved.

Vocabulary Words: exotic, extinction, gills, mammals, blubber 
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  Guided 
  reading lexile Grade Target  
 Title level level level WPM

Tier two vocabulary words are indicated by an asterisk (*).

Sharks	 R	 725	 4	 100-110

 Learn basic art techniques and interesting facts while drawing sharks. Perfect for 
illustrated reports.

Vocabulary Words: skeleton, cartilage, prey, predators, impulses* 

Big Cats	 R	 725	 4	 100-110

 Learn basic art techniques and interesting facts while drawing big cats. Perfect for 
illustrated reports.

Vocabulary Words: mammal, acceleration, camouflage*, prey, muscular 

oceans	 R	 725	 4	 100-110

 Explores the world’s oceans, discusses the dangerous currents and storms produced from 
the ocean and talks about some marine life and keeping the ocean clean.

Vocabulary Words: immense*, industry*, petroleum, equator, tsunami

InsTruCTIonal readIng levels
Grade Level K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+

Guided Reading 
Level AB CDEFGHI JKLM NOP QRST UVW XY Z Z+

Lexile BR BR-350 400-550 600-675 700-800 825-900 925-975 1000-1200

DRA A,1-2 3-16 18-28 30-38 38-44 44-50 60 70 80

Accelerated 
Reader K-K.5 1.0-1.8 2.0-2.9 3.0-3.6 4.0-4.8 5.0-5.6 6.0-6.5 7-7.6 8+

WPM Goals N/A 60-70 80-90 90-100 100-110 110-120 110-120 120+ 120+
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managIng InformaTIon

Click	Here	to	Add	
a Student

Enter	student	information,	login,	and	group(s).	Then	click	Save	student.

Web-based TeaCHer Tools for 
managIng sTudenTs and vIeWIng daTa

The teacher tools in the web-based portion of the Reading Web are designed to give the teacher 
flexibility in grouping students and in assigning passages for students to read. Teachers can add and 
edit students, create groups, review student data, listen to student’s recorded passages, and print 
reports at anytime from any computer.

Click	Here	to	View	List	
of	Book	Passages

Click	Here	to	Create	
and	View	Groups

Teacher Tip:
Before	entering	your	students	
create a group name for your 
class. Example	of	Classroom	

Group	Name:	Brady,Gr.6.	

Since Reading Web allows 
students to be in more than 
one group, you can have your 
class roster in one group and 
multiple instructional groups. 
Example	of	Instructional	Group	

Name:	Brady,Gr.6,Group1

The student’s data is accessed 
through all of the groups 
that they are members of.
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vIeWIng daTa

Student Folder

Teacher can listen 
to recordings

Rubric Scores

Teacher Tip:
	To	facilitate	gathering	pre/post	data,	all	student	recordings	are	saved	for	12	months.	An	easy	way	to	
gather this data is to have the student read the same web-based passage at different times.
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SCoReCARD

The Scorecard displays the student’s performance that is automatically saved by the 
computer when the student responds to tasks near the end of the program. Reading Rate is 
displayed	in	Words	Per	Minute	(WPM).
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RuBRICS

A Rubric of (+) (–) (x)	is	automatically	calculated	and	displayed	to	the	right	of	the	actual	READING	
RATE	in	WPM.

(+)	 indicates	the	student’s	actual	WPM	was	within	10%	of	the	WPM	goal	for	that	
 text’s reading level.
(–)	 indicates	the	student’s	actual	WPM	was	10%–20%	below	the	WPM	goal	for	that	
 text’s reading level.
(x)	 indicates	the	student’s	actual	WPM	was	more	than	20%	below	the	WPM	goal	for	
 that text’s reading level.

Also, a Rubric of (+) (–) (x) is automatically calculated and displayed to the right of the number of 
correct	first	responses	to	the	three	COMPREHENSION		QUESTIONS.

(+)	 indicates	the	student	responded	to	at	least	2	out	of	3	correctly.
 (–)	 indicates	the	student	responded	to	only	1	out	of	3	correctly.
 (x) indicates the student responded incorrectly to all 3.

Correct	points	are	given	only	for	the	first	response	that	a	student	makes	on	the	comprehension	
multiple	choice	questions.	However,	the	student	is	required	to	respond	until	the	right	answer	is	
selected although there is no credit given for these subsequent choices.

For	WORD	MEANING,	the	Scorecard	displays	any	of	the	five	key	words	whose	meaning	the	student	
did not correctly match to its definition on the first response. These are words that should be 
reviewed and added to the student’s reading log or journal.

(+) indicates	the	student	responded	to	4	out	of	5	or	5	out	of	5	correctly.
 (–) indicates	the	student	responded	to	3	out	of	5	or	2	out	of	5	correctly.
 (x)	 indicates	the	student	responded	to	1	out	of	5	or	 0	out	of	5	correctly.
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NAeP	Fluency	Scale	and	Description

The Timed Student Recordings are saved in each student’s folder. They are available for listening and evaluating the 
students’	ability	to	use	the	prosodic	elements	of	fluency:	phrasing,	expression	and	intonation.

NAEP	(National	Assessment	of	Educational	Progress)	has	developed	a	Rubric	to	help	teachers	rate	their	
students’	fluency.	Following	is	a	modified	version	from	Dr.	Timothy	Rasinski’s	book	titled,	THE	FLUENT	READER.	
A	Summary	Chart	of	the	NAEP	Rubric	is	provided	as	a	ready	reference	while	listening	to	and	evaluating	the	
recordings.

Adapted	Version	of	NAeP’s*	oral	Reading	Fluency	Scale

Level	1:	 Reads	primarily	in	a	word-by-word	fashion.	Occasional	two-word	and	three-word	phrases	may	occur,		
   but these are infrequent. Author’s meaningful syntax is generally not preserved. Passage is read   
   without expression or intonation. Reading seems labored and difficult.

Level	2: Reads primarily in two-word phrases with occasional three- or four-word phrases. Some word-by-word  
   reading may be present. Word groupings may be awkward and unrelated to the larger context of the  
   sentence or passage. Passage is read with little or inappropriate expression or intonation. 

Level	3:	 Reads	primarily	in	three-	or	four-word	phrases.	Some	smaller	phrases	may	be	present.	Most	of	the		 	
   phrasing is appropriate and preserves the author’s syntax. Some of the text is read with appropriate   
   expression and intonation. 

Level	4: Reads primarily in longer, meaningful phrases. Although some regressions, repetitions, and deviations  
   from the text may be present, these do not appear to detract from the overall structure or meaning of  
	 	 	 the	passage.	The	reading	preserves	the	author’s	syntax.	Most	of	the	text	is	read	with	appropriate		 	
   expression and intonation. A sense of ease is present in the reader’s oral presentation.

 Student should be asked to read passages at and below their assigned grade placement.
	 Ratings	of	3	and	4	indicate	fluent	reading.	Ratings	of	1	and	2	indicate	that	the	student	has	still	not	achieved		
 a minimal level of fluency for the grade level at which the passage is written.

*NAEP is an acronym for the National Assessment of Educational Progress, an ongoing program sponsored by the United States 
Department of Education, that periodically evaluates students’ educational achievement in a variety of curricular areas, including 
reading.

Adapted	Version	of	NAeP’s	Scale	Summary	Chart

Which	reading	behaviors	does	each	student	mostly	demonstrate?

rubric Phrases Expression intonation

1 word-by-word none none

2 2-word	phrases
little or 

inappropriate
little or 

inappropriate

3
3-	or	4-word	

phrases
some some

4 meaningful	phrases appropriate appropriate
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Vocabulary	Tiers	Definitions

Tier	one	Words:

	 	 •	 basic	words
	 	 •	 used	frequently	in	life
	 	 •	 students	acquire	understanding	of	these	words	with	little	or	no	instruction

Tier	Two	Words:

	 	 •	 high	frequency	use	in	a	variety	of	content	areas
	 	 •	 explicit	instruction	needed	for	acquisition
	 	 •	 lack	of	understanding	of	these	words	causes	gaps	in	intermediate	
   readers comprehension

Tier	Three	Words:

	 	 •	 used	only	in	a	specific	content	area
	 	 •	 explicit	instruction	with	examples	supports	students	 ability to understand 
   and apply content

Beck,	I.L.,	McKeown,	M.G.,	and	Kuncan,	L.	(2002).	Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary 
Instruction.	NY:	Guiford	Press.
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resourCes

voCabulary Words alPHabeTICal lIsT

acceleration* 
Africa
alpha*

aphids
astronauts
atmosphere*

attract(s)*
balance*

biceps
blocks* 
bloom*

blubber
brain
breath
breeds*

bulb*

camouflage*

carbon dioxide
carnivores
cartilage
casts*

centimeter
cheetahs
chrysalis
climate*

climbs
colonies
comb*

compost
compost pile
computer
conductor*

consumers*

cork
craters
damage
day
dim*

disc
disk flowers
domestic*

dormant
drought
Earth
electricity
endangered 
species
energy*

environment*

equator
exotic
experiments*

extinction
eyes
floats
flocks
fly
foil*
force*

fossil fuels
fruits
galaxy
garbage
gas
gases
genius
gills
grasslands
gravitational pull
gravity*

growing season
habitat*

hand lens
healthy
herbivores
hexagon
hibernate
hinges*

immense*

impulses*

industry*

ingredient

insulation
iron
jungles
life cycle
light*

liquid
lungs
magnet
mammal(s)
mass*

matter*

melted
metal
metals
meteoroids
meteorologists
microscope
migrate*

millimeter
Moon
muscular
nectar
night
nonliving
nutrients
off-spring
omnivores
orbit(s)*
oval
overgraze
oxygen
pack*

penguins
pests*

petroleum
physics
planet(s)
poisonous
poles*

pollen
power lines

precipitation
predators
prey
producers*

properties*

pull*
pupa
push
ray flowers
recycle
recycling center
reduce
relativity*

renewable
repel*
replica
reproduces*

resources*

reuse
rhombus
rigid
ruler
scale*

scientist
seesaw
senses*

shadow
shape*

shelter*

shine*

shoot*

shrubs
sinks
skeleton
sky
socket
solar
solar system
solid
speedometer
spins

spiral
stomata
straight
Sun
telescopes
temperature
terrestrial
timer
tongue
touch
trapezoid
triangle
tropical
tropical rainforests
tsunami
turbine
universe
waste*

water
water vapor
weather
weight
work*

Tier two vocabulary words are indicated by an asterisk (*).



72

ComPreHensIon quesTIons reProduCIble
The comprehension questions on the following pages are the questions that the student answers at 
the	end	of	the	web	passage.	Many	teachers	find	it	helpful	to	copy	and	laminate	the	questions	for	
use by the students while they are reading the passage.

Answer Key:

Our	Senses
1.	c		 	 4.	c
2.	b		 	 5.	b
3. a

Our	Sun	Brings	Life
1.	c		 	 4.	c
2.	b		 	 5.	a
3. a

Run, Swim, Fly
1.	b		 	 4.	a
2.	c		 	 5.	c
3. a

Stop	and	Go,	
Fast and Slow
1.	a		 	 4.	c
2.	b		 	 5.	b
3. c

Day	and	Night
1.	a		 	 4.	c
2.	b		 	 5.	a
3. c

I Use Science Tools
1.	a		 	 4.	b
2.	c		 	 5.	b
3. a

Shapes and Patterns 
We	Know
1.	b		 	 4.	b
2.	c		 	 5.	a
3. a

Creeping	Crawlers
1.	b		 	 4.	a
2.	b		 	 5.	b
3. c

Life	Cycle	of	a	
Monarch	Butterfly
1.	b		 	 4.	a
2.	a		 	 5.	a
3. c

Animal	Habitats
1.	c		 	 4.	a
2.	a		 	 5.	b
3. b

Me	and	My	Shadow
1.	c		 	 4.	b
2.	a		 	 5.	a
3. c

Floating and Sinking
1.	c		 	 4.	b
2.	b		 	 5.	a
3. a

Living	or	Nonliving?
1.	c		 	 4.	a
2.	b		 	 5.	b
3. c

Measuring	Our	
World
1.	c		 	 4.	b
2.	b		 	 5.	a
3. a

Plant	Life	Cycles
1.	a		 	 4.	c
2.	c		 	 5.	b
3. a

Magnet	Power
1.	a		 	 4.	a
2.	b		 	 5.	b
3. c

Matter	Comes	in	
All Shapes
1.	c		 	 4.	a
2.	a		 	 5.	c
3. b

Filling the Earth 
with Trash
1.	a		 	 4.	b
2.	c		 	 5.	a
3. b

Made	of	Metal
1.	b		 	 4.	c
2.	b		 	 5.	a
3. a

What’s on the 
Food	Chain	Menu
1.	c		 	 4.	c
2.	a		 	 5.	a
3. b

Zap! It’s Electricity
1.	a		 	 4.	c
2.	c		 	 5.	c
3. a

Studying Weather 
and	Climates
1.	a		 	 4.	a
2.	c		 	 5.	c
3. b

Where did the 
Water	Go?
1.	a		 	 4.	c
2.	b		 	 5.	b
3. a

Gravity!	Do	You	
Feel	It?
1.	b		 	 4.	a
2.	a		 	 5.	b
3. c

Stars
1.	a		 	 4.	a
2.	b		 	 5.	b
3. c

Moon
1.	a		 	 4.	b
2.	b		 	 5.	c
3. c

Sun
1.	b		 	 4.	a
2.	b		 	 5.	c
3. c

Space
1.	c		 	 4.	a
2.	b		 	 5.	c
3. b

Earth
1.	b		 	 4.	c
2.	c		 	 5.	a
3. a

Planets
1.	a		 	 4.	b
2.	c		 	 5.	a
3. c

Growing	Up	Green
1.	b		 	 4.	b
2.	a		 	 5.	a
3. c

Trees:	Earth’s	Lungs
1.	c		 	 4.	a
2.	b		 	 5.	c
3. b

Recycling Earth’s 
Resources
1.	b		 	 4.	b
2.	b		 	 5.	c
3. a

Clean	and	Green	
Energy
1.	c		 	 4.	a
2.	b		 	 5.	a
3. b

Trees	Don’t	Freeze
1.	a		 	 4.	a
2.	b		 	 5.	c
3. a

How	Muscles	and	
Bones	Hold	You	Up
1.	a		 	 4.	b
2.	c		 	 5.	a
3. a

Life	Cycles:	Chickens
1.	c		 	 4.	b
2.	b		 	 5.	c
3. a

Albert Einstein
1.	a		 	 4.	a
2.	b		 	 5.	b
3. b

Life	Cycles:	
Sunflowers
1.	c		 	 4.	b
2.	a		 	 5.	a
3. c

Gray	Wolves
1.	c		 	 4.	b
2.	c		 	 5.	b
3. a

Savannahs
1.	c		 	 4.	b
2.	b		 	 5.	c
3. a

Gorillas
1.	b		 	 4.	c
2.	c		 	 5.	a
3. b

Whales
1.	b		 	 4.	c
2.	c		 	 5.	b
3. a

Sharks
1.	b		 	 4.	b
2.	c		 	 5.	c
3. a

Big	Cats
1.	c		 	 4.	a
2.	b		 	 5.	c
3. b

Oceans
1.	c		 	 4.	b
2.	b		 	 5.	c
3. a
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1:	What	is	the	part	of	the	body	that	controls	your	
thinking?
 a. senses
 b. eyes
	 c.	brain

2: What is one of your senses?
 a. hands
 b. seeing
	 c.	brain

3: What do your eyes help you do?
 a. see
 b. talk
	 c.	touch

4:	Which	of	the	5	senses	do	your	hands	help	you	
with?
 a. listening
 b. seeing
	 c.	touching

5:	Without	your___________you	couldn’t	taste	
your food.
 a. eyes
 b. tongue
	 c.	nose

oUr SENSES Guided	Reading	Level	B					Lexile	Level	BR					WPM	Goal	60-70

1:	Where	can	you	see	the	stars	at	night?
	 a.	 Earth
 b. Hollywood
	 c.	 sky

2:	What	is	the	only	star	we	can	see	during	the	
day?
	 a.	 Earth
	 b.	 Sun
	 c.	 Moon

3:	Where	do	all	humans	live?
	 a.	 Earth
	 b.	 Sun
	 c.	 stars

4:	What	do	humans	need	to	survive?
	 a.	 money
 b. shelter
	 c.	 water

5:	What	do	we	call	the	juicy	parts	of	plants	that	
we	can	eat?
 a. fruits
 b. seeds
	 c.	 leaves

oUr SUN BriNGS liFE
 

Guided	Reading	Level	D					Lexile	Level	100					WPM	Goal	60-70

1:	What	animal	flies	mostly	at	night?
 a. bird
 b. bats
	 c.	 penguins

2:	A__________is	a	spotted	animal	that	runs	fast.
 a. owl
	 b.	zebra
	 c.	 cheetah

3:	What	type	of	bird	can	swim?
 a. penguin
 b. sparrow
	 c.	 crow

4:	How	does	a	monkey	get	to	the	top	of	a	tree?
	 a.	 climbs
	 b.	crawls
	 c.	 jumps

5:	What	do	we	call	the	time	of	day	when	it	is	
dark?
 a. sunset
 b. sunrise
	 c.	 night

rUN, SWiM, FlY Guided	Reading	Level	D					Lexile	Level	100					WPM	Goal	60-70
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1: What	do	you	do	to	move	something	towards	you?
 a. pull it
 b. push it
	 c.	 spin	it

2:	What	do	you	do	to	move	something	away	
from	you?
 a. pull it
 b. push it
	 c.	 spin	it

3:	When	something	goes	in	one	direction	without	
turning it goes___________.
	 a.	 backwards
 b. sideways
	 c.	 straight

4:	On	the	playground	what	goes	up	and	down?
	 a.	merry-go-round
	 b.	monkey	bars
	 c.	 seesaw

5: What do you do when you turn around 
quickly?
 a. pull
 b. spin
	 c.	 push

SToP aNd Go, FaST aNd SloW Guided	Reading	Level	D					Lexile	Level	100					WPM	Goal	60-70

1:	What	happens	when	the	Earth	turns?	
	 a.	 the	Sun	rises	and	sets
	 b.	it	causes	an	earthquake
	 c.	 the	Earth	does	not	turn

2:	What	do	we	call	the	eight	large	bodies	circling	
the	Sun?
	 a.	moons
 b. planets
	 c.	 stars

3:	During	the	_______________the	sky	is	light.
 a. night
	 b.	evening
	 c.	 day

4:	What	is	the	time	called	after	the	Sun	has	set?
	 a.	moonlight
 b. sunrise
	 c.	 night

5:	How	is	the	Moon	visible	to	us	at	night?
	 a.	 it	reflects	light	from	the	Sun
	 b.	it	moves	quickly
	 c.	 it	moves	slowly

daY aNd NiGHT Guided	Reading	Level	E					Lexile	Level	150					WPM	Goal	60-70

1: Why would you use a hand lens?
	 a.	 to	make	objects	look	bigger
	 b.	to	measure	objects
	 c.	 to	weigh	objects

2:	What	do	you	use	to	examine	something	very	
small?
 a. ruler
	 b.	scale
	 c.	microscope

3:	What	do	you	use	if	you	want	to	measure	an	
objects	length?
 a. ruler
	 b.	scale
	 c.	microscope

4:	What	can	you	use	to	help	with	a	recipe?
	 a.	microscope
	 b.	scale
	 c.	 hand	lens

5:	What	can	you	use	to	count	down	time?
	 a.	 scale
	 b.	timer
	 c.	microscope

i USE SCiENCE ToolS Guided	Reading	Level	E					Lexile	Level	150					WPM	Goal	60-70
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1:	What	is	an	object	with	three	sides	called?
	 a.	 square
 b. triangle
	 c.	 hexagon

2:	What	is	the	name	of	the	shape	that	is	egg-
shaped?
	 a.	 circle
	 b.	rhombus
	 c.	 oval

3:	What	is	a	shape	with	four	equal	sides	that	is	
not	a	square?
	 a.	 rhombus
	 b.	rectangle
	 c.	 trapezoid

4:	The	trapezoid	has	4	sides	but	only	two	
are____________.
 a. straight
 b. parallel
	 c.	 curved

5:	The	bee	hive	contains	many	perfectly	
shaped__________________.
a. hexagons
b.	 circles
c.	 ovals

SHaPES aNd PaTTErNS
WE KNoW

Guided	Reading	Level	O						Lexile	Level	625					WPM	Goal	90-100

1:	What	do	some	caterpillars	have	to	protect	
them?
 a. fur
 b. poisonous spines
	 c.	hard	shells

2:	Why	do	caterpillars	build	a	chrysallis?
	 a.	to	have	a	home
 b. to turn into a butterfly
	 c.	to	store	food

3:	How	are	butterflies	and	moths	similar?
 a. they both eat ants
	 b.	they	both	crawl
	 c.	they	both	were	caterpillars

4:	Where	do	ants	build	their	homes?
 a. underground
 b. in trees
	 c.	in	leaves

5: What does a ladybug like to eat?
 a. plants
 b. aphids
	 c.	other	ladybugs

CrEEPiNG CraWlErS Guided	Reading	Level	G					Lexile	Level	250					WPM	Goal	60-70

1:	The	pupa	stage	lasts	up	to	how	many	days?
 a. 8
 b. 12
	 c.	14

2: What	does	the	butterfly	drink	from	the	flower?
	 a.	nectar
	 b.	juice
	 c.	water

3:	You	can	drink	from	a	straw.What	does	the	
butterfly	drink	from	that	is	like	a	straw?
 a. nose
	 b.	mouth
	 c.	proboscis

4:	What	is	it	called	when	animals	move	from	one	
area to another in the winter?
	 a.	migrate
 b. hibernate
	 c.	proboscis

5:	What	is	it	called	when	animals	rest	through	
the winter?
 a. hibernation
	 b.	migration
	 c.	pupa

liFE CYClE oF a 
MoNarCH BUTTErFlY

Guided	Reading	Level	G					Lexile	Level	250					WPM	Goal	60-70
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1:	What	is	the	place	where	an	animal	lives?
 a. forest
 b. grasslands
	 c.	 habitat

2:	Why	does	an	animal	seek	shelter?
	 a.	 protection
 b. food
	 c.	 hunting

3:	What	habitat	do	grass	eating	animals	live	in?
 a. desert
 b. grasslands
	 c.	 arctic

4:	Which	habitat	is	warm	and	wet	all	year?
	 a.	 tropical	rainforest
 b. desert
	 c.	 equator

5:	What	is	the	imaginary	line	around	the	middle	
of	the	Earth?
	 a.	North	Pole
	 b.	equator
	 c.	 South	Pole

aNiMal HaBiTaTS Guided	Reading	Level	H					Lexile	Level	300					WPM	Goal	60-70

1:	What	can	you	create	by	blocking	light?
	 a.	casting
 b. shining
	 c.	shadow

2:	When	you	cast	a	shadow	your	
body__________________the light.
	 a.	blocks
	 b.	moves
	 c.	forms

3:	A	lamp	helps	us	see	by	shining_____________.
 a. dark
 b. shadows
	 c.	light

4:	What	do	you	do	when	you	make	a	shadow	
appear?
 a. glow
	 b.	cast
	 c.	shine

5:	What	does	the	Sun	and	a	lamp	do?
 a. shine
	 b.	cast
	 c.	block

ME aNd MY SHadoW Guided	Reading	Level	H					Lexile	Level	300					WPM	Goal	60-70

1:	What	can	you	use	to	close	a	bottle?
	 a.	metal
 b. air
	 c.	cork

2: What does a boat do on water?
 a. sinks
 b. floats
	 c.	 flies

3:	When	something	goes	to	the	bottom	of	the	pool	
it _________________.
 a. sinks
 b. floats
	 c.	hovers

4:	Cars	are	made	out	of	what	hard	material?
	 a.	plastic
	 b.	metal
	 c.	cork

5:	The	_____________of	the	ball	is	a	sphere.
 a. shape
 b. weight
	 c.	size

FloaTiNG aNd SiNKiNG Guided	Reading	Level	I					Lexile	Level	350					WPM	Goal	70-80
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1: Why	do	animals	need	food?	
 a. to breathe
	 b.	 to	build	a	home
	 c.	 to	make	energy

2:	What	is	one	thing	you	can	do	with	a	computer?
 a. store energy
	 b.	 store	information
	 c.	 make	energy

3: What do we need to breathe?
 a. food
 b. water
	 c.	 air

4: What is one thing we need to be healthy?
 a. water
	 b.	 clothing
	 c.	 medicine

5:		A	plant’s	flowers	appear	when	
they_____________________.
 a. grow
	 b.	 bloom
	 c.	 die

liviNG or NoNliviNG? Guided	Reading	Level	I					Lexile	Level	350					WPM	Goal	70-80

1:	What	measurement	tells	you	how	long	
something	is?
	 a.	 speedometer
	 b.	balance
	 c.	 centimeter

2:	How	can	you	tell	when	two	objects	weigh	
the	same?
	 a.	 use	a	speedometer
	 b.	use	a	balance
	 c.	 use	a	ruler

3:	What	is	included	in	a	recipe?
 a. ingredients
	 b.	cake
	 c.	 spoons

4: What do you use to show how fast you are 
traveling	in	a	car?
 a. guage
	 b.	speedometer
	 c.	 gas	pedal

5:	When	you	are	making	a	cake	what	helps	you	
add	the	right	amount	of	each	ingredient?
	 a.	measuring	cups	and	spoons
	 b.	balance
	 c.	 speedometer

MEaSUriNG oUr World Guided	Reading	Level	I					Lexile	Level	350					WPM	Goal	70-80

1:	Why	are	seeds	important	to	plants?
	 a.	to	reproduce
 b. to grow bulbs
	 c.	for	nutrients

2:	What	is	the	process	by	which	plants	begin,	
reproduce,	and	die?
	 a.	decaying
 b. growing
	 c.	life	cycle

3: What is the part of the plant where food is 
stored?
 a. bulb
	 b.	stem
	 c.	roots

4: Why do plants need nutrients?
	 a.	to	reproduce
	 b.	to	attract	butterflies
	 c.	to	grow

5:	A	_____________is	a	new	plant	stem.
 a. root
 b. shoot
	 c.	bulb

PlaNT liFE CYClES Guided	Reading	Level	I					Lexile	Level	350					WPM	Goal	70-80
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1:	What	is	attracted	to	a	magnet?
	 a.	metal
	 b.	marbles
	 c.	wood

2:	A	________________is	something	that	pulls	or	
pushes	something	else.	
 a. field
	 b.	force
	 c.	pole

3:	What	does	a	magnet	do	to	iron?
 a. pushes it
 b. repels it
	 c.	attracts	it

4:	The	north	pole	of	a	magnet	is	attracted	to	
___________of	another	magnet.	
 a. the south pole
 b. the north pole
	 c.	the	west	pole

5: What happens when two north poles of a 
magnet	are	pushed	together?
	 a.	they	stick
 b. they repel
	 c.	they	attract

MaGNET PoWEr Guided	Reading	Level	J					Lexile	Level	400					WPM	Goal	70-80

1:	Most	things	are	made	of__________________.
 a. gas
	 b.	liquid
	 c.	matter

2:	How	do	we	measure	the	amount	of	matter	an	
object	has?
	 a.	its	mass
 b. its energy
	 c.	its	liquid

3:	What	do	we	call	a	substance	we	can	pour?
 a. gas
	 b.	liquid
	 c.	 solid

4:	What	are	most	objects	that	hold	their	shape?
 a. solid
	 b.	liquid
	 c.	 gas

5:	When	you	smell	something	cooking	what	is	in	
the air?
	 a.	 liquid
 b. solid
	 c.	 gas

MaTTEr CoMES iN all SHaPES Guided	Reading	Level	J					Lexile	Level	400					WPM	Goal	70-80

1:	Why	do	we	have	landfills?
	 a.	to	dump	garbage
 b. to feed birds
	 c.	to	fill	land

2:	Why	is	dirt	spread	over	waste	in	a	landfill?
 a. to look better
 b. to grow plants
	 c.	to	keep	pests	away

3:	It	is	important	to	_____________the	amount	
of	garbage	we	produce.
	 a.	recycle
 b. reuse
	 c.	increase

4:	Why	do	we	recycle	paper?
	 a.	to	create	more	waste
	 b.	to	make	new	products
	 c.	to	make	more	bottles

5:	What	is	one	way	to	help	planet	Earth?
 a. reuse things
 b. throw things away
	 c.	add	to	landfills

FilliNG THE EarTH WiTH TraSH Guided	Reading	Level	K					Lexile	Level	450					WPM	Goal	80-90
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1:	The	different_________of	metals	make	them	
very	useful.
 a. shapes
 b. properties
	 c.	 colors

2: What	can	you	use	to	wrap	up	your	food	for	lunch?
 a. wire
 b. foil
	 c.	 gold

3:	Being__________is	one	property	of	metal	that	
makes	it	useful.
 a. rigid
	 b.	colorful
	 c.	 big

4:	Why	is	copper	used	to	make	electrical	wire?
 a. it is a light
	 b.	it	is	cheap
	 c.	 it	is	an	excellent	conductor

5:	Why	are	magnets	attracted	to	refrigerators?
	 a.	 refrigerators	are	made	of	steel
	 b.	refrigerators	are	also	magnets
	 c.	 refrigerators	are	covered	in	plastic

MadE oF METal Guided	Reading	Level	K					Lexile	Level	450					WPM	Goal	80-90

1:	What	do	water	and	food	provide	to	animals?
 a. habitat
	 b.	producers
	 c.	nutrients

2:	Water	is	an	example	of	
something______________in	a	habitat.
	 a.	 nonliving
	 b.	producing
	 c.	 consuming

3:	How	do	producers	get	food?
	 a.	 animals
	 b.	Sun
	 c.	 grocery	store

4:	Animals	living	in	the	jungle	are	
all___________________.
	 a.	 nonliving
	 b.	carnivores
	 c.	 consumers

5:	What	do	we	call	an	animal	that	eats	both	
plants	and	animals?
	 a.	 omnivore
	 b.	carnivore
	 c.	 nutrients

WHaT’S oN THE 
Food CHaiN MENU 

Guided	Reading	Level	K					Lexile	Level	450					WPM	Goal	80-90

1:	What	powers	the	lights	in	a	home?
	 a.	electricity
	 b.	computers
	 c.	appliances

2:	What	do	we	need	to	make	heat,	light,	and	
sound?
	 a.	conductors
	 b.	homes
	 c.	energy

3:	________is	the	transfer	of	mechanical	energy.
 a. work
 b. energy
	 c.	electricity

4:	What	carries	electricity	into	our	homes?
	 a.	metal
	 b.	conductors
	 c.	power	lines

5:	What	do	we	call	any	material	that	electricity	
can	travel	through?
	 a.	producer
	 b.	plastic
	 c.	conductor

ZaP! iT’S ElECTriCiTY Guided	Reading	Level	L					Lexile	Level	500					WPM	Goal	80-90
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1:	What	can	we	tell	from	the	weather?
	 a.	 temperature
	 b.	atmosphere
	 c.	 climate

2:	What	do	we	call	the	weather	patterns	we	look	
at	over	time?
 a. studying
 b. drought
	 c.	climate

3:	What	is	another	name	for	rain	or	snow?
 a. weather
	 b.	precipitation
	 c.	 climate

4:	What	do	we	call	the	scientists	that	study	
weather?
	 a.	meteorologists
 b. weather person
	 c.	scientist

5:	When	it	hasn’t	rained	in	a	very	long	time	this	
can	cause	a	_____________________.
	 a.	 hurricane
	 b.	precipitation
	 c.	 drought

STUdYiNG WEaTHEr 
aNd CliMaTES 

Guided	Reading	Level	M					Lexile	Level	550					WPM	Goal	80-90

1:	What	happens	to	ice	when	it	gets	warm?
	 a.	 it	melts
	 b.	it	freezes
	 c.	 it	becomes	a	gas

2:	What	is	the	form	of	water	you	can	pour?
 a. gas
	 b.	liquid
	 c.	 solid

3:	When	water	disappears	from	a	puddle	in	the	
sun	what	has	it	become?
	 a.	water	vapor
	 b.	liquid
	 c.	 dust

4:	What	is	an	invisible	form	of	water?
	 a.	 liquid
	 b.	condensation
	 c.	 gas

5:	When	the	weather	is	getting	warm	what	is	
rising?
	 a.	 condensation
	 b.	temperature
	 c.	 gases

WHErE did THE WaTEr Go? Guided	Reading	Level	M					Lexile	Level	550					WPM	Goal	80-90

1:	What	pulls	objects	towards	the	ground?
 a. weight
	 b.	gravity
	 c.	mass

2:	What	do	you	use	when	you	push	something	
heavy?
	 a.	force
	 b.	gravity
	 c.	weight

3:	The	planets	and	stars	are	all	part	of	the	
__________________.
	 a.	gravitational	pull
	 b.	Earth
	 c.	universe

4: What helps keep you in your seat on a roller 
coaster?
	 a.	gravitational	pull
	 b.	universe
	 c.	mass

5:	What	is	one	thing	that	would	change	if	you	
visited	the	Moon?
 a. height
 b. weight
	 c.	age

GraviTY do YoU FEEl iT? Guided	Reading	Level	N					Lexile	Level	600					WPM	Goal	90-100	
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1:	What	are	stars	made	of?
 a. gas
	 b.	liquid
	 c.	rock

2:	What	holds	the	gases	together	that	make	a	
star?
	 a.	rock
	 b.	gravity
	 c.	heat

3:	Stars	become	_______________	as	their	
gases lose their energy.
a. brighter
b. stronger
c.	 smaller

4:	A	shooting	star	is	actually	a	
	 a.	meteoroid
 b. planet
	 c.	rock

5:	What	is	the	name	of	the	galaxy	we	live	in?
	 a.	Orion
 b. Milky Way
	 c.	Sun	Belt

STarS Guided	Reading	Level	F					Lexile	Level	200					WPM	Goal	60-70

1:	The	Moon	orbits	the
	 a.	 Earth
	 b.	Sun
	 c.	 Solar	System

2:	Everything	in	our	solar	system	travels	around	
the
	 a.	 Earth
	 b.	Sun
	 c.	 Solar	System	

3:	The	Moon’s	surface	is	covered	with
 a. water
 b. sand
	 c.	 craters
 

4:	The	craters	at	the	Moon’s	poles	contains
 a. water
	 b.	ice
	 c.	 rocks

5:	Moonlight	is	actually_________________
reflecting	off	the	Moon’s	surface.
 a. stars
 b. fire
	 c.	 sunlight

MooN Guided	Reading	Level	G					Lexile	Level	250					WPM	Goal	60-70

1:	Which	is	the	closest	star	to	Earth?
	 a.	Mercury
	 b.	Sun
	 c.	Moon

2:	How	many	planets	orbit	the	Sun?
 a. 7
 b. 8
	 c.	9

3:	What	is	the	Sun	made	up	of?
 a. fire
 b. air
	 c.	gases

4:	What	keeps	the	Sun’s	gases	together	to	form	a	
giant ball?
	 a.	gravity
 b. heat
	 c.	air

5:	How	many	stars	are	there	in	our	universe?
	 a.	millions
 b. thousands
	 c.	billions

SUN Guided	Reading	Level	G					Lexile	Level	250					WPM	Goal	60-70
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1:	Where	is	outer	space?
	 a.	in	the	center	of	the	Earth
	 b.	just	above	the	Earth’s	surface
	 c.	above	the	Earth’s	atmosphere

2:	How	do	you	get	to	outer	space?
 a. jet plane
	 b.	space	shuttle		
	 c.	hot	air	balloon

3: What is a galaxy?
	 a.	the	Sun,	the	Moon	and	the	Earth
	 b.	a	collection	of	stars	and	planets
	 c.	all	the	stars	in	the	Universe

4:	What	would	you	compare	the	stars	in	our	
galaxy with?
	 a.	fish	in	an	ocean
	 b.	mountains	in	a	mountain	range
	 c.	plants	in	a	garden

5.	What	information	do	we	get	from	orbiting	
satellites?
	 a.	how	many	people	live	on	planet	Earth
	 b.	how	much	air	there	is	in	outer	space
	 c.	what	there	is	in	outer	space

SPaCE Guided	Reading	Level	G					Lexile	Level	250					WPM	Goal	60-70

1:	How	many	planets	from	the	Sun	is	the	Earth?
 a. two planets
 b. three planets  
	 c.	four	planets

2:	What	shape	is	the	Earth?
	 a.	perfectly	round
	 b.	perfectly	flat
	 c.	shaped	like	a	ball	

3:	What	is	Earth’s	atmosphere	made	of?
 a. air 
 b. water
	 c.	land

4:	How	long	does	it	take	Earth	to	orbit	around	
the	Sun?
 a. one full day of 24 hours
	 b.	one	full	month	of	30	days
	 c.	one	full	year	of	12	months	

5: What would happen if there was no air in the 
atmosphere?
	 a.	we	could	not	breathe
 b. nothing would happen
	 c.	the	Earth	would	not	spin

EarTH Guided	Reading	Level	G					Lexile	Level	250					WPM	Goal	60-70

1:	The	planets	in	our	solar	system	orbit	around	
the
	 a.	Sun
 b. Moon
	 c.	Earth

2:	A	planet	must	have	a	powerful
 a. light
 b. orbit
	 c.	gravity

3:	Which	is	the	closest	planet	to	the	Sun?
	 a.	Venus
	 b.	Earth
	 c.	Mercury	

4:	Which	is	the	only	planet	known	to	support	life?
	 a.	Sun
	 b.	Earth
	 c.	Moon

5:	Which	planet	is	also	known	as	the	Red	Planet?
 a. Mars
	 b.	Mercury
	 c.	Venus

PlaNETS Guided	Reading	Level	H					Lexile	Level	300					WPM	Goal	60-70
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1:	Being	green	means	to	take	care	of	our
	 a.	cars
 b. world
	 c.	home

2:	What	can	you	recycle?
 a. paper
 b. fuel
	 c.	fabric

3:	What	do	you	put	in	a	compost	pile?
	 a.	plastic
	 b.	cans
	 c.	leaves
 

4: Burning fossil fuels adds what to the air?
 a. oxygen
	 b.	carbon	dioxide
	 c.	hydrogen

5:	What	helps	to	remove	carbon	dioxide	from	the	
air?
 a. trees
	 b.	cars
	 c.	water

GroWiNG UP GrEEN Guided	Reading	Level	J					Lexile	Level	400					WPM	Goal	70-80

1: Why are trees the lungs of our world?
 a. they	do	the	breathing	for	all	living	things
	 b.	they	are	very	large
	 c.	they	breathe	in	carbon	dixode	and		 	
  breathe out oxygen 

2:	What	are	stomata?
	 a.	small	stems
 b. tiny holes 
	 c.	small	leaves
 
3: Why do trees need sunlight?
	 a.	to	stay	warm
	 b.	they	use	the	Sun’s	energy	to	make	food	
	 c.	they	need	water

4:	What	would	happen	to	people	and	animals	if	
there were no trees?
	 a.	they	might	run	out	of	oxygen
	 b.	they	would	have	to	make	oxygen
	 c.	they	would	get	hot

5:	When	trees	have	extra	oxygen,	they
 a. burn it up
 b. use if for energy
	 c.	let	it	out	into	the	air

TrEES: EarTH’S lUNGS Guided	Reading	Level	J					Lexile	Level	400					WPM	Goal	70-80

1:	Water,	metals,	and	trees	are	all
 a. fake
	 b.	resources
	 c.	unnatural

2:	What	can	be	done	to	help	save	used	resources?
	 a.	you	can	stop	using	them
	 b.	you	can	recycle	them
	 c.	you	can	remove	them

3:	What	happens	at	a	recycling	center?
	 a.	metal	cans	are	melted	and	made	into			
	 	 new	cans
 b. glass bottles are broken and thrown away
	 c.	leftover	food	is	eaten	by	birds

4:	If	you	use	compost	your	garden	will
 a. get ready for winter
 b. grow 
	 c.	turn	totally	brown

5:	Why	do	some	cities	reward	people	for	
recycling?
	 a.	they	want	to	make	people	feel	good
	 b.	they	want	to	win	a	contest
	 c.	they	want	to	help	save	the	Earth’s		 	
	 	 resources

rECYCliNG EarTH’S rESoUrCES Guided	Reading	Level	J					Lexile	Level	400					WPM	Goal	70-80
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1:	Why	would	you	use	renewable	energy	to	make	
machines	work?
 a. it is dirty
 b. it runs out
	 c.	it	won’t	get	used	up

2:	Solar	panels	work	better
 a. at night
 b. during the day
	 c.	during	a	rainstorm

3: Solar	panels	use	the	Sun’s	heat	to	make	electricity,	
wind	turbines	use	________	to	make	electricity.
 a. light
 b. wind
	 c.	farms

4:	What	is	geothermal	energy?
	 a.	water	energy	from	deep	inside	
	 	 the	Earth
	 b.	water	energy	from	currents
	 c.	water	energy	from	lakes

5:	What	can	we	use	to	make	clean	and	green	
energy?
 a. water
	 b.	coal
	 c.	oil

ClEaN aNd GrEEN ENErGY Guided	Reading	Level	K					Lexile	Level	450					WPM	Goal	80-90

1:	How	do	some	animals	stay	warm	in	cold	
weather?
	 a.	they	grow	fur	which	insulates	them
	 b.	they	wrap	themselves	in	blankets
	 c.	they	live	high	in	trees

2:	How	do	some	plants	survive	freezing	weather?
 a. they stay out of the wind
	 b.	they	become	dormant
	 c.	they	generate	their	own	heat

3:	Why	do	some	animals	migrate?
	 a.	to	escape	the	cold
 b. to see new things
	 c.	to	leave	their	parents

4:	What	does	adapt	mean?
	 a.	to	adjust	to	a	change
	 b.	to	move	away	from	a	change
	 c.	to	suffer	from	a	change

5:	How	do	some	trees	adapt	to	cold	weather?
	 a.	they	can’t	do	anything	about	it
	 b.	they	migrate	to	avoid	the	wintery	cold
	 c.	they	curl	up	their	leaves	to	save	heat

TrEES doN’T FrEEZE Guided	Reading	Level	K					Lexile	Level	450					WPM	Goal	80-90

1:	How	is	a	house	similar	to	our	bodies?
	 a.	they	both	have	frameworks
	 b.	they	both	have	lungs
	 c.	they	both	have	windows			

2:	What	are	some	joints	similar	to?
 a. glass
 b. steel plates
	 c.	hinges

3:	What	are	the	bones	in	our	back	called?
	 a.	vertebrae
	 b.	ligaments		
	 c.	intestines

4:	What	would	happen	if	we	didn’t	have	bones	in	
our body?
	 a.	we	would	move	much	faster
 b. we would not be able to stand upright
	 c.	we	would	have	to	eat	a	lot	to	grow

5:	Which	of	the	following	best	describes	what	
allows	our	body	to	move?
	 a.	muscles,	bones	and	joints	allow	our		 	
	 	 body	to	move
	 b.	muscles	make	our	bodies	move
	 c.	we	only	need	our	bones	to	move

HoW MUSClES aNd BoNES 
Hold YoU UP

Guided	Reading	Level	L					Lexile	Level	500					WPM	Goal	80-90
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1:	Most	chickens	cannot
	 a.	crow
 b. lay eggs
	 c.	fly

2:	Farmers	raise	chickens	for	their
 a. feathers
 b. eggs
	 c.	skin

3:	Chickens	help	to	control____________on	the	
farm.
 a. pests
 b. weeds
	 c.	other	animals

4:	Chickens,	on	the	farm,	eat
 a. dirt
 b. seeds
	 c.	eggs

5:	Chickens	first	became	tame,	or	domestic	over
 a. 100 years ago
 b. 2000 years ago
	 c.	4000	years	ago

liFE CYClES: CHiCKENS Guided	Reading	Level	M					Lexile	Level	550					WPM	Goal	80-90

1: What is a genius?
	 a.	a	very	smart	person
	 b.	a	scientist
	 c.	an	engineer

2:	What	is	a	scientist?
 a. a person that works in a hospital
 b. a person that studies nature
	 c.	a	person	that	works	in	space

3:	Albert	Einstein	spent	much	of	his	time
	 a.	in	school
	 b.	doing	scientific	experiments
	 c.	writing

4:	Albert	Einstein’s	work	changed	the	scientific	
field of
	 a.	physics
	 b.	experiments
	 c.	nature

5:	Albert	Einstein	changed	the	scientific	field	of	
physics	by	writing
	 a.	the	Einstein	papers
	 b.	special	theory	of	relativity
	 c.	the	physics	equation

alBErT EiNSTEiN Guided	Reading	Level	N					Lexile	Level	600					WPM	Goal	90-100

1:	Sunflowers	come	in	many	colors	including	
yellow,	orange,	and		
 a. green
 b. blue
	 c.	red
 
2:	Sunflower	roots	take	up	water	and	
___________	from	the	soil.
 a. nutrients
	 b.	carbon	dioxide
	 c.	seeds
 
3:	Sprouts	reach	their	full	height	in	one
	 a.	month
 b. year
	 c.	growing	season
 

4:	What	are	the	colorful	outer	flowers	called?
 a. disk flowers
 b. ray flowers
	 c.	edge	flowers

5:	What	are	the	flowers	called	that	produce	
pollen,	nectar,	and	seeds?
 a. disk flowers
 b. ray flowers
	 c.	producing	flowers

liFE CYClES: SUNFloWErS Guided	Reading	Level	N					Lexile	Level	600					WPM	Goal	90-100
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1:	What	is	another	name	for	a	family	of	wolves?
 a. herd
	 b.	flock
	 c.	pack

2:	The	father	wolf	is	also	called	the
	 a.	dominant	wolf
 b. lead wolf
	 c.	alpha	wolf

3:	What	is	another	name	for	the	pups	in	a	
wolf	pack?
 a. offspring
 b. parents
	 c.	wolverines

4:	An	animal	that	eats	other	animals	is	called	a
	 a.	herbivore
	 b.	carnivore
	 c.	hunter

5:	So	many	wolves	have	been	killed	they	are	now
	 a.	extinct
 b. endangered
	 c.	plentiful

GraY WolvES Guided	Reading	Level	O					Lexile	Level	625					WPM	Goal	90-100

1:	The	savannah	is	full	of	plant	eating	animals	
known as
	 a.	carnivores
	 b.	vegetarians
	 c.	herbivores

2: The	grazing	animals	of	the	savannah	are	hunted	by
	 a.	herbivores
 b. predators
	 c.	each	other

3:	Allowing	the	animals	to	eat	too	much	of	the	
grass is
	 a.	overgrazing
	 b.	protecting	the	crops
	 c.	overpopulating	the	savannah	

4:	Ranchers	and	farmers	have	altered	savannahs	
for
 a. no reason
	 b.	agricultural	use
	 c.	overgrazing

5:	Grasslands	are	disappearing	in	the	savannahs	
because
 a. there is a drought
 b. bush fires
	 c.	farmers	planting	rows	of	crops

SavaNNaHS Guided	Reading	Level	P					Lexile	Level	675					WPM	Goal	90-100

1: What is the natural habitat of the gorilla?
	 a.	zoos
 b. jungles
	 c.	desert

2:	How	many	gorillas	live	in	Africa?
 a. 700
 b. 5000
	 c.	50,000

3:	Because	so	many	gorillas	have	been	killed	by	
hunters they are now
	 a.	only	seen	in	zoos
	 b.	an	endangered	species
	 c.	extinct	

4:	How	do	gorillas	get	most	of	their	water?
	 a.	rivers
 b. lakes
	 c.	eating	leaves

5: What do gorillas eat?
 a. plants and berries
	 b.	small	animals
	 c.	bamboo

GorillaS Guided	Reading	Level	P					Lexile	Level	675					WPM	Goal	90-100
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1:	Whales	are	different	than	fish	because	they	
have	_____________instead	of	gills.
 a. blowholes
 b. lungs
	 c.	a	mouth

2:	What	protects	whales	from	the	cold?
 a. fur
 b. skin
	 c.	blubber

3: Whales	are	threatened	by	human	factors	such	as
 a. fishing nets
	 b.	cities
	 c.	beaches

4: Whales are
 a. giant fish
 b. a type of shark
	 c.	mammals

5: How are baby whales born?
	 a.	hatched	from	eggs
	 b.	born	live
	 c.	on	land

WHalES Guided	Reading	Level	P					Lexile	Level	675					WPM	Goal	90-100

1:	Unlike	other	fish,	sharks	do	not	have
 a. gills
 b. bones
	 c.	fins

2:	A	shark’s	skeleton	is	made	of
 a. bone
	 b.	muscle
	 c.	cartilage

3:	Sharks	have	special	senses,	they	can	
feel_____________that	helps	keep	them	safe.
	 a.	vibrations
 b. predators
	 c.	sound

4:	Sharks	can	feel	electric
	 a.	shocks
	 b.	impulses
	 c.	eels

5:	All	sharks	are
	 a.	mammals
	 b.	scary
	 c.	fish

SHarKS Guided	Reading	Level	R					Lexile	Level	725					WPM	Goal	100-110

1:	What	is	the	world’s	fastest	mammal?
 a. leopard
 b. tiger
	 c.	cheetah

2:	How	do	big	cats	hide	when	hunting?
 a. in trees
	 b.	camouflage
	 c.	in	caves

3:	What	is	the	organ	that	helps	a	big	cat	roar?
 a. lungs
 b. larynx
	 c.	heart	

4:	How	fast	can	a	cheetah	run?
	 a.	70	mph
	 b.	60	mph
	 c.	50	mph

5:	What	is	another	name	for	the	voice	box?
 a. lungs
	 b.	chords
	 c.	larynx

BiG CaTS Guided	Reading	Level	R					Lexile	Level	725					WPM	Goal	100-110
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1:	How	much	of	the	Earth	is	covered	with	water?
	 a.	one	quarter
 b. one half
	 c.	three	quarters	

2.	What	good	things	come	from	the	ocean?
	 a.	hurricanes
 b. seafood 
	 c.	tsunamis

3.	What	destructive	things	come	from	the	ocean?
	 a.	tsunamis
	 b.	petroleum
	 c.	salt

4.	Why	would	life	on	Earth	be	impossible	without	
the	oceans?
	 a.	oceans	carry	most	of	the	world’s		 	
  drinking water 
	 b.	oceans	provide	things	people	need	to		
	 	 survive
	 c.	oceans’	waters	carry	the	salt	to	put	on		
  our food

5.	What	does	“It	is	where	hurricanes	are	born”	
mean?
	 a.	this	is	where	hurricanes	die	out
	 b.	this	is	where	hurricanes	are	not		 	
 dangerous
	 c.	this	is	where	hurricanes	are	formed

oCEaNS Guided	Reading	Level	R					Lexile	Level	725					WPM	Goal	100-110
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A
abdomen (AB-duh-muhn) – insect body part that is   
 behind the thorax, or chest    
 An ant’s abdomen is one of its three main body parts.

acceleration (ak-sel-uh-RAY-shun) – an increase in  
 speed
 The acceleration of the cheetah when stalking its prey is  
 very fast. 

adaptable (uh-DAP-tuh-bul) – able to change in new  
 situations    
 Animals must sometimes become adaptable to new   
 environments as their habitats shrink or change.

adaptation (ad-ap-TAY-shuhn) – a change that a living  
 thing does so it fits better with its environment    
 A tree must go through an adaptation to survive the cold  
 and drying conditions of winter.

Africa (AFF-ruh-kuh) – a very large, very warm   
 continent south of Europe   
 Africa is the world’s second largest and second most   
 populous continent. 

air pockets (AIR PAH-kits) – enclosures that hold air 
 in and are used for flotation   
 Air pockets will sometimes cause turbulence on an airplane. 

alpha (AL-fuh) – the leader, the first   
 There is always an alpha male in a pack of wolves. 

annuals (AN-yoo-uhlz) – plants that grow only one   
 season and must start from seed each year    
 I plant annuals in my garden every spring.

anteater (ANT-ee-tur) – an animal equipped with a  
 long snout to catch and consume ants   
 The anteater used his long snout to get the ants out of   
 the hole. 

antifreeze (AN-tee-freez) – a chemical that stops   
 freezing    
 In winter, you must put antifreeze in the radiator of your  
 car so it won’t freeze up.

aphids (AY-fidz) – tiny insects that live on plants  
 Aphids are sometimes harmful to plants. 

astronauts (ASS-truh-nawts) – those who fly into 
higher altitudes, often into outer space   
 The first astronauts landed on the Moon on July 20, 1969. 

atmosphere (AT-muhss-fihr) – the mixture of gases  
 that surround a planet 
 The atmosphere on Mars is composed mainly of carbon  
 dioxide.    

attract (uh-TRAKT) – make something come near    
 A magnet will not attract a penny.

attracts (uh-TRAKTS) – pulls toward   
 A magnet attracts iron, nickel, and other metals. 

B
bacteria (bak-TEER-ee-uh) – common microscopic  
 living things that act as decomposers    
 There was bacteria on the loaf of bread he ate, and he  
 got very sick.

balance (BAL-uhns) – instrument that measures using a  
 beam or pole with a pan at each end    
 It is important to make sure the balance on your scale 
 is right.

baleen (BAY-leen) – special bones inside the mouths of  
 certain whales that filter food from water for the whale  
 to swallow   
 Baleen whales have baleen plates to filter their food   
 instead of teeth. 

banned (BAND) – something that is not allowed
 Many countries have banned the killing of whales for sport  
 or for food or oil. 

battery (BAT-uh-ree) – a container that stores   
 chemical energy that can produce electricity   
 The battery in my mom’s car was dead this morning. 

beaker (BEE-kur) – A beaker is a plastic or glass jar   
 with a spout for measuring and pouring liquids  
 We used a beaker to mix the two liquids together in our  
 experiment. 

abdomen   q  beaker
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biceps (BY-ceps) – one of the main muscles of the   
 upper arm  
 The weightlifter had large biceps.  

bloom (BLOOM) – when a plant’s flowers appear  
 The flowers in the garden were in full bloom.   

blowhole (BLOH-hohl) – an opening on top of a   
 whale’s head that it uses to breathe   
 As whales reach the surface to breathe they expel air out  
 through their blowhole. 

blubber (BLUH-bur) – thick fat under a whale’s skin
 The hunting of whales was to collect blubber to make   
 soap, leather, and cosmetics.  

brain (BRAYN) – part of the body inside the head for  
 thinking, feeling, and controlling your body   
 Eating healthy helps to keep your brain sharp and ready  
 to do your school work. 

breath (BRETH) – the air that you take into your lungs  
 and out again   
 He took a deep breath before going under the water. 

breeds (BREEDZ) – different kinds of a type of animal,  
 like dog breeds    
 There are hundreds of chicken breeds in existence.

bulb (BUHLB) – the part of a plant where food is   
 stored and from which a new plant can grow   
 The new bulb on my plant let me know it would soon be  
 getting bigger.

C
camouflage (KAM-uh-flahzh) – coloring that makes  
 animals, people, or objects look like their surroundings   
 Many animals camouflage themselves in order to hide   
 from predators.

carbon dioxide (KAR-buhn dye-OK-side) – a gas   
 formed when fossil fuels are burned  
 Deforestation increases the amount of carbon dioxide into  
 the atmosphere.

carnivores (KAR-nuh-vorz) – animals that eat meat 
 Wolves are carnivores that hunt in a pack.

cartilage (KAHR-tuh-lij) – a strong, flexible material   
 that forms parts of the body of animals  
 The cartilage from sharks is used to treat a variety of   
 illnesses.

casts (KASTZ) – to make a shadow appear  
 The cloud casts a shadow over the Sun.

centimeter (SEN-tuh-mee-tur) – unit of measure in  
 the metric system. A centimeter is about .39 inches or  
 the width of your index finger.  
 The bug we measured was 1 centimeter long.

centuries (SEN-chur-reez) – a period of 100 years  
 Right whales and humpback whales have been hunted   
for centuries.

cheetahs (CHEE-tahz) – These large, spotted cats   
 live in parts of Africa and Asia. They are the fastest land  
 animals.  
 We saw cheetahs when we went to the zoo on our field trip.

chrysalis (KRISS-uh-liss) – a hard shell covering of   
 caterpillars when they change into butterflies  
 There was a chrysalis on the tree outside my window.

circle (SUR-kuhl) – a shape that is round  
 The Sun looks like a big circle in the sky.

circuit (SUR-kit) – a complete path that an electrical   
 current can flow through  
 We studied what an electrical circuit was at school today.

climate (KLYE-mit) –the usual weather in a place  
 The climate in the rainforest is warm and wet.

climatologists (KLYE-muh-tahl-uh-jists) – scientists  
 who study weather patterns over long periods of time   
 The climatologists predicted the severe weather from their  
 research.

climbs (KLIMZ) – To climb, an animal moves up things  
 by gripping and pulling with front legs and pushing with  
 back legs  
 If a monkey climbs up a tree, it can see everything on the  
 jungle floor.

clutch (KLUHCH) – a group of eggs from one hen that  
 are laid within a few days of each other  
 I collected the clutch of eggs from the chicken coop.

biceps   q  clutch
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coal   q  decibel
consumers (kahn-SOO-merz) – living things that   
 cannot produce their own food  
 Consumers eat other living things.

cork (KORK) – a stopper used at the end of a bottle,   
 usually made from the soft bark of a tree   
 We used a cork in our bottle of water to keep it from leaking.

cover (KUV-ur) – something that hides or protects  
 The porcupine has a spiny outer cover that helps keep its  
 predators away.

craters (KRAY-turs) – holes or depression on the   
 Moon’s surface  
 Impact craters are the remains of collisions between an  
 asteroid, comet, or meteorite and the Moon.

crevices (KREV-is-iz) – cracks or splits in something,  
 such as a rock  
 Smaller fish might hide in underwater crevices to stay safe  
 from sharks.

D
damage (DAM-ij) – to harm something  
 Environmental waste can damage our water supply.

dams (DAMZ) – something built across a stream or   
 river to keep water from flowing  
 Dams can produce an alternative energy source through  
 hydropower.

dark (DARK) – without light  
 The house was dark without any lights on.

day (DAY) – This is the time when the sky is light,   
 between sunrise and sunset  
 I have to go to bed early at night if it is a school day.

decay (dee-KAY) – to break down and rot  
 The materials in my compost pile are beginning to break  
 down and decay.

decibel (DESS-uh-buhl) – a unit used to measure the  
 loudness of sounds  
 The call of the blue whale reaches levels up to 188   
 decibels.

coal (kohl) – a black mineral found underground that   
 people mine and burn for energy  
 Coal is a fossil fuel and is the largest source of energy for  
 the generation of electricity worldwide.

cocoon (kuh-KOON) – sack caterpillars build to get   
 inside and change into moths  
 The caterpillar worked tirelessly to build its cocoon.

colonies (KOL-uh-neez) – insects living and working in  
 groups  
 Ants live in colonies.

comb (KOHM) –the thick flap of skin on top of a   
 chicken’s head that comes in different shapes, colors,  
 and sizes depending on the breed  
 Both male and female chickens  have combs.

compass (KUM-pus) –a dial with a needle that points  
 to the north and shows which direction it is  
 We took a compass on our hike so we could find our way  
 back to the campsite.

compost (KON-pohst) – a pile of rotting leaves, 
 vegetable scraps, and manure that can be used to   
 fertilize growing plants  
 We started a compost pile at our school to help feed our  
 garden.

compost pile (KOM-pohst PILE) –a pile of rotting   
 leaves, vegetable scraps, and manure that can be used  
 to fertilize growing plants  
 We put all our yard trimmings in the compost pile.

computer (kuhm-PYOO-tur) – an electronic machine  
 that can store and retrieve large amounts of information  
 I used my computer to do research for my report.

condenses (kuhn-DENS-ez) – when gas changes to a  
 liquid, usually through cooling  
 When ice melts it condenses and becomes water.

conductors (kuhn-DUHK-turs) – things that allow   
 electricity or heat energy to move them  
 Most metals are good heat conductors.

conservation (kon-sur-VAY-shun) – to protect   
 something rare or valuable  
 Conservation groups work tirelessly to ban the hunting of  
 endangered animals.
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decomposers   q  exotic
decomposers (dee-cum-POH-zerz) – tiny living   
 things that cause rot and decay  
 Bacteria and mold are two examples of decomposers.

density (DEN-si-tee) – the amount of mass something  
 has compared to its volume or size  
 A rock has more density than a cork.

dim (DIM) – not bright   
 As stars get older they begin to dim before they burn out.

dimension (di-MEN-shun) – the measurement of   
 length, width, or height  
 Using different tones or colors can give your picture   
 dimension.

disc (disk) –a flat, round object   
 Between each vertebrae in your back there is a disc which  
 allows you to twist and bend.

disk flowers (DISK FLOU-erz) – tiny flowers that fill  
 the center part of a sunflower head  
 The disk flowers produce nectar that the bees like to drink.

domestic (duh-MESS-tik) – no longer wild; like farm  
 animals and housecats  
 I got a domestic shorthair kitten for my birthday.

domesticated (doh-MESS-tick-AY-ted) – tame, not  
 wild, can live in a home  
 Cats and dogs are the most popular domesticated   
 animals.

dormant (DOR-muhnt) – showing no signs of action  
 Trees become dormant during winter months when there  
 is less sun and colder temperatures.

down (DOWN) – light, fluffy, warm feathers  
 I sleep on a down pillow.

drought (DROUT) – a long period of time with   
 reduced rainfall  
 Because of the drought, we could not have a campfire   
 because the ground was so dry.

E
Earth (URTH) – the planet on which we live is called Earth  
 We should recycle plastic, paper, and aluminum to keep  
 our Earth healthy.

ecosystem (EE-koh-SISS-tuhm) – a community of   
 plants and animals and the environment they inhabit  
 An ecosystem can be as large as a desert or lake or as   
 small as a tree or a puddle.

ecotourism (ee-koh-TOOR-izhm) –a type of traveling  
 that strives to protect and study endangered species   
 and habitats  
 Ecotourism has become a popular way to travel because  
 of the benefits to animals and their habitats.

egg tooth (EG TOOTH) – a sharp, hard point on a   
 chick’s beak, used to crack the shell during hatching  
 A chick’s egg tooth falls off several weeks after hatching.

electricity (i-lek-TRIS-i-tee) – a form of energy we   
 use for light, heat, and to run appliances  
 Turn your computer off when you aren’t using it to save   
 electricity.

elk (ELK) – a large member of the deer family of animals  
 The elk is one of the largest land mammals in North   
 America.

endangered (en-DAYN-jurd) – in danger of no   
 longer existing  
 When animals are overhunted they are put on the   
 endangered list so their population can be regenerated.

energy (EN-ur-jee) – power to move  
 Eating a healthy diet gives us the energy we need to be  
 active.

energy (EN-ur-jee) –power from coal, electricity, or   
 other sources that make machines work   
 Turn off lights and other appliances in your home when   
 you leave to conserve energy. 

environment (en-VYE-ruhn-muhnt) – the natural   
 world of land, water, and air  
 Fish live in a freshwater or saltwater environment.

equator (i-KWAY-tur) – the distance around the Earth  
 at its middle point between the poles  
 The equator divides the Earth into the Southern and   
 Northern hemispheres.

exotic (eg-ZOT-ik) –strange, interesting  
 Africa is home to some of the most exotic animals on the  
 planet.
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freezes (FREEZ-ez) – changes from a liquid to a solid  
 If you put water in the freezer it freezes and becomes solid.

fruits (FROOTS) – fruits are the juicy, fleshy parts of   
 plants containing a seed or seeds  
 It is important to eat plenty of fruits and vegetables to   
 stay healthy.

G
galaxy (GAL-uhk-see) –an enormous group of stars   
 and planets held together by gravity  
 The galaxy we live in is called the Milky Way galaxy.

garbage (GAR-bij) – food waste and other trash  
 All the garbage we produce goes to a place called a landfill.

gas (GAS) – a substance that spreads out to fill the space  
 available and is often invisible  
 Helium is a type of gas used in balloons to make them float.

genius (JEE-nyus) –a very, very smart person  
 Albert Einstein was a Nobel Prize winning genius.

geographic (jee-OH-graf-ik) – earth or land  
 The scientist had to find the exact geographic location of  
 the lion pride.

geothermal energy (jee-oh-THUR-muhl En-ur-jee) – 
 to do with the intense heat of the internal part of the  
 Earth and its commercial use  
 Geothermal energy is generated and stored in the Earth.

germination (jur-muh-NAY-shuhn) –the act of   
 sending out a root and shoot from a seed  
 Water is an important part of the germination process.

gills (GILZ) – a part of a fish’s body that it uses to breathe
 Whales and dolphins do not have gills.

grasslands (GRAS-landz) – lands covered mainly with  
 grass  
 The climates for grasslands is basically dry.

gravitational pull (GRAV-uh-TA-shun-ul PULL) –   
 the force that pulls objects together  
 The gravitational pull of the Sun keeps the planets in orbit  
 around it.

experiments (ed-SPARE-uh-mentz) – tests of   
 something to try something out  
 Our school science experiments are due on Monday.

extinction (ed-STINGKT-shun) – when an animal dies  
 out and there are no more left living  
 Overhunting can bring an animal species to the brink of  
 extinction.

eyes (EYEZ) – part of the body in your head that lets   
 you see  
 If your eyes are blurry or it is hard to see, you may need  
 glasses.

F
fertilized (FUR-tuh-lized) – joined with a rooster’s   
 seed, or sperm, so a chick will grow  
 The eggs we buy at the store are not fertilized.

floats (FLOHTS) – rests on the top of a liquid or hovers 
 in the air  
 If you drop a cork in a glass of water it floats.

flocks (FLOKS) – groups of birds that stay together   
 throughout their daily activities  
 The flocks of birds will fly south for the winter.

fly (FLY) – Animals use their wings to flap and soar 
through the air  
 When it gets too cold in the winter, some birds migrate, or  
 fly south to find warmer weather.

foil (FOIL) – a very thin sheet of metal  
 I wrapped my sandwich in aluminum foil.

force (FORS) – something that pulls or pushes   
 something else  
 A magnet has a force around it that you cannot  see.

fossil fuels (FOSS-uhl FYOO-uhlz) – coal, oil, and   
 natural gas; fuels formed from the remains of   
 prehistoric plants and animals  
 Fossil fuels are not a renewable energy resource.

framework (FRAYM-wurk) – a structure that gives   
 shape or support to something  
 The framework around the painting was made of wood.

experiments   q  gravitational pull
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gravity (GRAV-uh-tee) – a powerful physical force that  
 tends to pull objects toward it  
 The Moon’s gravity is only one sixth of the Earths.

grit (GRIT) – small pebbles and sand swallowed by   
 some birds to aid digestion  
 We mixed the chicken’s food with grit.

growing season (GROH-ing SEE-zuhn) – the part   
 of the year when rain and warmth allow plants to grow
 The growing season for sunflowers is during the summer  
 months when there is a lot of sun.

H
habitat (HAB-uh-tat) – the natural place where an   
 animal lives  
 Sea turtles live in a saltwater habitat.

hand lens (HAND lenz) – This is a glass lens that you  
 hold in your hand. It makes things look bigger  
 We had to use a hand lens to find different places on the globe.

harpoons (har-POONZ) – sharp spears used by   
 whalers to stab whales  
 Harpoons have been used in whaling for over 8,000 years.

healthy (HEL-thee) – being fit and well  
 A healthy diet gives you energy and keeps you feeling good.

herbivores (HUR-buh-vorz) –animals that eat plants
 Rabbits and squirrels are herbivores.

hexagon (HEK-suh-gon) – a shape with six sides  
 We learned what a hexagon was in math class today.

hibernate (HYE-bur-nate) – to rest in a sleep-like   
 state through the winter  
 Bears will hibernate in their winter homes called dens.

hinges (hinjz) – jointed or flexible devices that allow the  
 turning of a part, such as a door or lid  
 The hinges on the door squeaked when you opened or closed it.

hurricanes (HUR-I-kanez) – violent storms with   
 heavy rain and high wind  
 There is a season of the year when hurricanes are likely 
 to happen.

I
impulses (IM-puls-iz) – sudden forces that causes   
 motion  
 Sharks can sense the electrical impulses of their prey.

ingredient (in-GREE-dee-uhnt) – one part of a   
 mixture. Sugar is one ingredient in a cake.  
 The main ingredient in our recipe was flour.

insulation (IN-suh-lay-shuhn) – material to stop heat  
 from escaping  
 The insulation in the walls of your home keep heat in and  
 cold out.

insulator (IN-suh-late-er) – material that stops the   
 flow of electricity  
 We can use an insulator to prevent an electric current   
 from going places we don’t want it.

iron (EYE-urn) – a metal that turns red when it rusts  
 Iron formed much of the Earth’s outer and inner core.

irritate (IHR-uh-tate) – make uncomfortable  
 It is best not to irritate bees when they are near their hive.

J
jungles (JUHNG-guhlz) – lands in a warm area with   
 lots of trees, plants, and wild animals  
 The jungles of Africa are home to a variety of animals   
 including snakes and primates.

K
kangaroos (kang-guh-ROOZ) – These large animals  
 live in Australia and hop easily using their strong back legs
 Kangaroos carry their babies in a pouch on their stomachs.

gravity   q  kangaroos
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marine (muh-REEN) – living in the ocean  
 Whales are the largest marine mammals living in the ocean.

mass (MASS) – the amount of matter an object has,   
 usually measured in grams or pounds  
 We determined that the mass of the apple was 30 grams.

matter (MAT-ur) – something that has mass and takes  
 up space  
 The three states of matter are solid, liquid, and gas.

melts (MELTZ) – to change from a solid to a liquid  
 Ice cream melts very fast if it is out of the freezer very long.

metal (MET-uhl) – a material such as iron, copper,   
 gold, or silver that is usually hard and shiny when it is  
 polished  
 The metal bumper on the car needed to be polished.

metals (MET-uhlz) – chemical matters that are usually  
 hard, shiny, and good conductors of electricity  
 Silver and copper are some of the most efficient metals  
 and are often used in electronics.

meteoroids (MEE-tee-uh-roids) – small pieces of   
 rock or debris in the solar system 
 When meteoroids enter the Earth’s atmosphere they   
 become meteors.

meteorologists (mee-tee-uh-OL-oh-jistz) – people  
 who study weather and climate  
 The meteorologists tracked the hurricane to monitor its  
 progression.

meter (MEE-tur) – unit of measure in the metric   
 system. A meter is about 39.37 inches.  
 The table was one meter long.

microscope (MYE-kruh-skope) – A microscope has  
 powerful lenses that make small things look bigger  
 We put the slides under the microscope to examine them  
 more closely.

migrate (MYE-grate) – to move from one region to  
 another  
 Many species of birds migrate south for the winter to find  
 warmer weather.

L
larvae (LAHR-vuh) – insects in the stage after they have  
 just hatched  
 Butterfly larvae look nothing like they will once they   
 develop into adults.

larynx (LAR-inks) – the top part of the windpipe; holds  
 the vocal cords  
 Sound is generated through the larynx.

life cycle (LIFE SY-kuhl) – the never-ending process   
 by which animals and plants begin, reproduce, and die 
 There are four stages to the life cycle of a butterfly.

light (LITE) – brightness from the Sun or a lamp that 
makes it possible to see  
 I turned the light on so I could read my book.

liquid (LIK-wid) – a substance that pours easily  
 When ice melts it goes from being a solid to a liquid.

lizards (LIZ-urdz) – group of four-legged scaly reptiles  
 Lizards like to climb trees and eat small insects, such as ants.

lunar (LOO-nur) – to do with the Moon  
 The Moon has different lunar phases.

lungs (luhngs) –the part of the human body used for   
 breathing  
 When you breathe your lungs inflate as you breathe in   
 and deflate as you breathe out.

M
magnet (MAG-net) –an object that draws or attracts  
 objects to it  
 A magnet will stick to the door of your refrigerator   
 because it is made of metal.

magnetic field (mag-NEH-tik FEELD) – area around  
 a magnet with the power to attract iron  
 The magnet had a very strong magnetic field.

mammals (MAM-uhlz) – any type of animal that is   
 warm blooded and has a backbone  
 Whales are mammals, just like you and me.

larvae   q  migrate
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milkweed (milk WEED) – weed that contains parts of  
 a milky sap, and is poisonous to some animals  
 If the cows eat the milkweed it will make them sick.

Milky Way (MILK-ee WAY) – the visible galaxy which  
 our solar system is part of  
 All the stars you see in the night sky are part of the Milky  
 Way galaxy.

millimeter (MIL-uh-mee-tur) – unit of measure in the  
 metric system. A millimeter is about .039 inches.  
 The tiny ant was less than one millimeter long.

molecules (MAH-luh-kyools) – two or more atoms  
 chemically bonded together  
 When the molecules in water are cold they slow down.

mollusks (MOL-uhskz) – animals with a soft body and  
 no backbone, usually protected by a hard shell  
 Fossils of mollusks have been found in rocks and date back  
 as far as 500 million years.

Moon (MOON) – The natural satellite that moves   
 around the Earth once each month  
 When the Moon if full it is easier to see the stars at night.

muscular (MUS-kyuh-lur) – having strong or well-  
 developed muscles  
 The silverback gorilla is very strong and muscular.

muzzle (MUZ-uhl) – the nose, mouth, and jaws of an  
 animal  
 A pig has a very flat, circular muzzle.

N
nectar (NEK-tur) – sugary juice in flowers  
 Bees like to drink the nectar from the flowers.

night (NITE) – This is the dark time between sunset   
 and sunrise  
 It is important to get at least eight hours of sleep a night.

nonliving (non-LIV-ing) – without life  
 A computer is a nonliving thing.

nutrients (NOO-tree-uhnts) – minerals and other   
 chemicals in the soil that are needed by plants to stay  
 healthy and grow  
 The nutrients in the soil made the flowers grow very large.

O
oceans (OH-shuhnz) – salty bodies of water covering  
 much of the Earth  
 There are five oceans on planet Earth.

offspring (OFF-spring) –babies, children  
 The offspring of cats are called kittens and they look like  
 their parents when they are born.

omnivores (OM-nuh-vorz) – animals that eat both   
 plants and meat  
 Apes and baboons are omnivores.

orbit (OR-bit) – the path of an object as it revolves   
 around a planet or sun  
 The planets orbit and revolve around the Sun.

orbits (OR-bits) – moves around another object in a  
 circular path  
 The Earth orbits the Sun in what is called an elliptical orbit.

organisms (OR-guh-nuz-uhmz) – living plants and   
 animals  
 We studied about the organisms that live on plants in   
 science class.

oval (OH-vuhl) – a shape that is egg-shaped  
 The track at our school is an oval shape.

overgraze (OH-vur-GRAYZ) – to allow animals to   
 feed on the grasses too much  
 If the cattle overgraze they will become sick or run out of  
 grass to eat.

overpopulate (OH-vur-pop-yuh-layt) – the   
 population is too great to be maintained by natural   
 resources  
 If you overpopulate an area with houses you could   
 damage the natural habitat of the animals that live there.

milkweed   q  overpopulate
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poles (POLES) – the two opposite ends of a magnet
 Opposite poles of a magnet attract each other.

politicians (pol-uh-TISH-uhnz) – people who hold   
 government offices  
 Politicians work to help pass laws for the people.

pollen (POL-uhn) – the golden dust that sunflowers   
 make for seed production  
 The bees move the pollen from the disk flowers as they   
 drink the nectar.

pollute (puh-LOOT) – to make dirty  
 Pesticides and fertilizers can pollute the water, soil, and air.

populations (pop-yuh-LAY-shunz) – the number of  
 people or animals living in a certain place  
 The ban on whaling is sometimes lifted as the populations  
 of whales increase.

power lines (POW-er linez) – metal cables or wires  
 that conduct electricity from a power plant  
 The power lines came down during the storm.

precipitation (pri-sip-i-TAY-shuhn) – water that falls  
 from the sky in the form of rain, sleet, hail, or snow  
 We measured the precipitation by putting a bucket outside.

predators (PRED-uh-turz) – animals that hunt other  
 animals for food  
 Lions and tigers are fierce predators.

prey (PRAY) – an animal hunted by predators  
 Many animals quietly stalk their prey.

prides (PRIGHDZ) –lion families that live together 
 Lion prides can have up to 30 members.

producers (proh-DOO-serz) – plants that use the   
 energy from the Sun to make their own food  
 Tomato plants are producers because they make tomatoes.

properties (PRAH-pur-teez) – the look, feel, and   
 reactions of materials  
 All metals have different properties.

proportions (pruh-POHR-shunz) – the relations of  
 one thing to another with regard to size  
 It is important to observe the proportions of the object you  
 are drawing.

oxygen (OC-suh-juhn) – an invisible gas that is part of  
 Earth’s air  
 There is about 21 percent oxygen in the Earth’s   
 atmosphere.

P
penguins (PEN-gwihnz) – These flightless birds live   
 near cold oceans and swim to catch food  
 The penguin’s habitat at the zoo must be kept very cold.

perennials (puh-REN-ee-uhlz) – plants that sprout   
 again each year without replanting  
 As spring approached the perennials in my garden began  
 to bloom.

petroleum (puh-TROH-lee-uhm) – thick liquid used  
 to make kerosene, heating oil, and gasoline  
 Petroleum is recovered mostly through oil drilling.

photosynthesis (foh-toh-SIN-thuh-siss) – the   
 process by which plants change sunlight into food  
 When trees begin shutting down for the winter    
 photosynthesis stops.

physics (FIZ-icks) – the science of energy and physical  
 matter  
 A person who studies physics is called a physicist.

planet (PLAN-it) – A planet is one of the eight large   
 bodies circling the Sun  
 We live on planet Earth.

planetary rings (PLAN-eh-taree RINGS) – bands   
 of dust and other matter that orbit the outermost   
 major planets: Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune  
 The most spectacular planetary rings known are those   
 around the planet Saturn.

planets (PLAN-its) – huge, ball-shaped objects in outer  
 space that travel around a star  
 The planets in our solar system orbit around the Sun.

poisonous (POI-zuhn-us) – containing something that  
 can make you sick  
 There are many types of poisonous snakes in the world.

oxygen   q  proportions
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pull (PUL) – To pull is to move something towards you  
 When you play tug-of-war you have to pull the rope   
 harder than the other team to win.

puma (POO-muh) – another name for a mountain lion  
 or cougar  
 The puma is a large, graceful cat exceeded in size only by  
 the jaguar.

pupa (PYOO- puh) – insect in the stage when its body  
 is wrapped in a hard covering while it changes from   
 larva to adult  
 The butterfly was in the pupa stage when I found it.

push (PUSH) – To push is to move something away   
 from you by pressing against it  
 It is fun to push someone on a swing but it is more fun to  
 be the one on the swing.

R
ray flowers (RAY FLOU-urz) – the petals around the  
 edge of a sunflower head  
 In sunflowers, the ray flowers are usually female.

rectangle (REK-tang-uhl) – A shape with two long   
 sides and two short sides  
 Our desk at school is a rectangle shape.

recycle (ree-SYE-kuhl) – use old paper, plastic, glass,  
 and metal to make new products  
 It is important to recycle whenever you can to make the  
 Earth a cleaner place to live.

reduce (ri-DOOSS) – make smaller  
 My family is trying to reduce the amount of trash we   
 throw away.

reflecting (ri-FLEKT-ing) – bouncing off of another object
 We have a reflecting telescope to look at the stars.

relativity (REL-uh-TIV-ut-ee) – how things effect each  
 other or relate to each other  
 Albert Einstein wrote a paper on the theory of relativity.

renewable (re-NOO-ay-buhl) – power from sources  
 that can never be used up, such as wind, waves, and  
 the Sun  
 We are experimenting with using more renewable energy  
 sources to help the environment.

repel (rih-PEL) – to push away  
 The two North poles of magnets will repel each other.

replica (REP-le-kuh) – a copy or reproduction  
 The artist painted a replica of a famous painting.

reproduce (ree-proh-DOOS) – to make more plants,  
 often by way of seeds  
 Some plants reproduce when the wind carries the seeds  
 from the plant to another place.

reproduces (ree-pruh-DOOSS-ehz) – makes more  
 of something  
 We were not able to reproduce the results of our first   
 experiment.

resources (REE-sours-ez) – natural things we can use  
 Water and oxygen are two types of renewable resources.

reuse (ree-YOOZ) – use something again  
 Many people buy bags they can reuse to put their   
 groceries in.

rhombus (ROM-buhss) – A shape with four equal sides
 A rhombus looks like a diamond.

rigid (RIJ-id) – stiff and hard to bend  
 Rigid metals are used to build bridges.

roots (ROOTS) – plant parts that are usually    
 underground and take in water and nutrients for   
 the plant to grow and stay healthy  
 Some plants, like orchids  have roots above the ground.

ruler (ROO-lur) – A ruler is a long, flat piece of wood,  
 plastic, or metal that you use for measuring distance  
 We used a ruler to measure how long the table was.

S
sanctuaries (SANGK-choo-er-eez) – natural areas   
 where animals are protected from hunters  
 Animal sanctuaries ensure that animals will be protected  
 and kept safe.

scale (SKALE) – A scale is a tool used for weighing things
 We used a scale to weigh the rocks we found on our   
 scavenger hunt.

pull   q  scale



100

sinks (SINGKS) – falls below the surface of a liquid    
 A rock sinks if you drop it into a liquid. 

skeleton (SKEL-i-tun) – the framework of bones   
 that supports and protects the body of an animal with a  
 backbone  
 You can tell a lot about what a fish looked like by the   
 shape of its skeleton.

sky (SKI) – the sky is the place between the Earth and  
 outer space  
 When the sky is clear at night you can see the stars.

slice (SLISE) – A small piece cut from something larger. 
 Sometimes the Moon appears to be just a slice.  

snout (SNOUT) – the long front part of an animal’s   
 head, including the nose, mouth, and jaw  
 The snout, or muzzle, of a dog ranges in size from breed  
 to breed.

socket (SOK-it) – a hollow into which a part fits  
 Some parts of our bodies have ball and socket joints which  
 allow us to move easily.

solar (SOH-lur) – powered by the energy from the Sun 
 Many people have solar panels on their roofs to heat their  
 homes.

solar system (SOH-lur SISS_tuhm) – the Sun and   
 those objects in space bound to it by gravity  
 There are eight planets in our solar system.

solid (SAH-lid) – an object that is firm that is not a liquid  
 or a gas  
 Ice is water in its solid form.

sonar (SOH-nar) – instrument that sends sound waves  
 through the water to measure depth and chart objects   
 Sonar is used under water to detect other vessels or objects.

species (SPEE-sheez) – a specific kind of animal  
 There are thirty four species of deer in the deer family.

speedometer (spi-DAH-mi-tur) – instrument that   
 measures how fast a vehicle is moving  
 The speedometer in the car said we were going 60 miles  
 per hour.  

schools (SKUHLZ) – groups of fish  
 Schools protect fish from enemies because there is such a  
 large group of them.

scientist (SI-unt-ist) – someone who studies nature   
 and how it works  
 A scientist spends a lot of time in a laboratory.

seesaw (SEE-saw) – A seesaw is a long board that goes  
 up and down. A person sits on each end of the board
 We just got a new seesaw for our school playground.

senses (SENSEZ) – five powers you use to learn about  
 your surroundings  
 Our senses help us to see, feel, smell, touch, and hear.

shade (SHAYD) – to make part of a drawing darker   
 than the rest  
 When you shade the object you are drawing it makes it  
 look more life-like.

shadow (SHAD-oh) – dark shape made by an object  
 that blocks light  
 I could see my shadow on the sidewalk while we were walking.

shape (SHAYP) – the form of an object  
 The shape of the clouds made them look wispy and thin.

shelter (SHELL-ter) – a place where an animal can be  
 protected from danger and weather  
 Rabbits often seek shelter in their underground burrows.

shines (SHINEZ) – to give off light  
 The Sun shines very brightly into my room.  

shoot (SHOOT) – a new plant stem  
 As a plant grows, a shoot develops into a stem or leaf.

shrubs (SHRUHBZ) – plants that have woody   
 branches near the ground  
 People sometimes use shrubs as a way of landscaping or  
 decorating their yard.

silverback (SIL-vur-BAK) – the male leader of a group  
 of gorillas  
 The silverback of a group of gorillas makes all the decisions  
 for group such as when they eat and sleep.

schools   q  speedometer
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spins (SPINZ) -  To spin is to turn quickly around and  
 around  
 My favorite ride at the fair spins around in circles very fast.

spiral (SPYE-ruhl) – a coil  
 The museum had a spiral staircase.

square (SKWAIR) – A shape with four equal sides  
 The shape of the box was a square.

star (STAAR) – a star is a mass of burning gas seen in   
 the night sky  
 The Sun is a star in the center of our universe.

stem (STEM) – the part of the plant that connects the  
 roots to the leaves  
 The growth of the stem can make a plant taller, stronger,  
 and able to produce more leaves.

stomata (stoh-MAH-tuh) – tiny holes on the bottom  
 of plant leaves that let carbon dioxide, oxygen, and   
 water in and out of the plant  
 The number of stomata on leaf surfaces varies among   
 different species of plants.

straight (STRAYT) – Something that moves straight   
 goes in one direction without turning  
 We had to run in a straight line all the way to the finish line.

submersibles (sub-MUR-suh-buhlz) – shops that can  
 operate under water  
 Oceanographers and marine scientists use submersibles  
 because they are small and easy to transport.

Sun (SUN) – the Sun is the star closest to our world  
 You should always wear sunscreen to protect your skin   
 from the Sun’s rays.

surface (SUR-fiss) – the top of a body of water  
 Whales return to the surface to expel air from their   
 blowholes.

T
telescopes (TEL-uh-skopes) – instruments used to   
 see objects that are very far away  
 Telescopes come in different sizes and strengths so you   
 can see farther and clearer.

temperature (TEM-pur-uh-chur) – the    
 measurement of how hot or cold something is, usually  
 measured with a thermometer  
 We used a thermometer to measure the temperature of  
 the mixture.

terrestrial (tuh-RESS-tree-uhl) – refers to the ground, 
 or to that which is hard and solid  
 There are four terrestrial planets in our Solar System:   
 Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars.

tides (TIDES) – the rise and fall of the Earth’s oceans 
 caused by the pull of gravity from the Sun and the Moon
 The tides are stronger when the Moon is full.

timer (TIME-ur) – A timer is a tool that counts down  
 an amount of time. Timers ring when the time is up  
 My mom uses a timer to tell when the cookies are done.

tongue (TUHNG) – a part of your mouth used for   
 tasting, swallowing, and talking  
 Your tongue has taste buds that help you tell what kind of  
 food you are eating.

tornado (tor-NAY-doh) – a violent and very   
 destructive windstorm that appears from a dark cloud  
 shaped like a funnel  
 The tornado destroyed everything in its path.

tourists (TOOR-ists) – people who travel for fun 
 Many tourists travel to exotic locations for vacation.

trapezoid (TRAP-uh-zoid) – a shape with four sides.  
 Only two are parallel.  
 We thought the shape was a square but it was actually a  
 trapezoid.

triangle (TRYE-ang- guhl) – a shape with three sides  
 My sandwich was cut into four triangle shapes.

Tropic of Cancer (TROP-ik uhv KAN-sur) – an   
 imaginary line around Earth that is 1600 miles (2575   
 kilometers) south of the equator  
 The Tropic of Cancer is sometimes referred to as the   
 Northern Tropic.

Tropic of Capricorn (TROP-ik uhv KAP-ree-KORN) – 
 an imaginary line around Earth that if 1600 miles   
 (2575 kilometers) south of the equator  
 The Tropic of Capricorn is sometimes referred to as the   
 Southern Tropic.

spins   q  Tropic of Capricorn
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water vapor (WAW-tur VA-pur) – a gas formed as  
 liquid  
 You cannot see water vapor because it is invisible.

weather (WETH-ur) – the condition of the outside air  
 Meteorologists study and predict weather patterns.

weight (WATE) – a measure of the pull of gravity   
 between an object and Earth or another planet  
 We learned how to measure weight in grams instead of  
 pounds.

wetlands (WET-landz) – areas covered with shallow  
 water and many kinds of water plants  
 It is important to preserve our wetlands to preserve the  
 species of plants and animals that live there.

work (WURK) – transfer of mechanical energy from   
 one thing to another  
 Cleaning my room is hard work.

Z
zigzag (ZIG-zag) – Something that moves zigzag makes  
 short, sharp turns  
 We had to run in a zigzag on the obstacle course at   
 school.

tropical (TROP-uh-kuhl) – warm and wet all through  
 the year  
 The tropical rainforest is home to many lush plants and  
 trees.

tropical rainforests (TROP-uh-kuhl RAYN –FOR- 
 ists) – very warm areas with lots of rain, trees, and plants  
 Tropical rainforests can get up to 100 inches of rain per year.

turbine (TUR-bine) – an engine driven by water,   
 steam, or gas passing through blades of a wheel and   
 making it revolve  
 A water turbine takes energy from moving water.

U
universe (YOO-nih-vurss) – the Earth, planets, stars,  
 and all things that exist in space  
 Scientists are still discovering new things about our universe.

V
vegetarians (VEJ-uh-TER-ee-uhnz) – animals or 
 people that do not eat meat from animals 
 A lot of restaurants have made changes to their menus to  
 accommodate vegetarians.

veins (VAYNZ) – thick, hollow lines in an insect’s wing 
 The butterfly’s wings were so fragile and thin you could   
 see the veins.

vigilant (VIJ-uh-luhnt) – watchful and alert  
 Many conservation groups are vigilant in their pursuit to  
 protect endangered animals. 

W
waste (WAYST) – unwanted stuff that we throw away 
 The landfill is filled with waste.

water (WAW-TER) – Water is the clear liquid that falls 
 from the sky  
 Lakes, rivers, and oceans are filled with water.

tropical   q  zigzag
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frequenTly asked quesTIons

Where	do	students	begin?

If you know their reading level, start them in a book title that is slightly below their 
reading level. If they perform well, move them to the next most challenging level. If you 
do not know their reading level, have them choose a title from the lowest levels. If they 
perform well, move them up.

What	constitutes	good	performance?

On	the	Scorecard,	which	is	a	student	performance	folder,	the	performance	indicators	
for	Word	Meaning,	Reading	Rate	and	Vocabulary	are	automatically	calculated	and	a	
Rubric	is	assigned.	The	Rubrics	are	an	x	sign	(x)	for	a	poor	performance,	a	minus	sign	
(-)	for	moderate	performance	and	a	plus	sign	(+)	for	acceptable	performance.	Poor	
performance	(x)	means	the	student	needs	to	work	on	less	challenging	titles.	Moderate	
performance	(-)	means	the	student	needs	to	repeat	the	title	or	work	on	other	titles	at	
the	same	level.	Acceptable	performance	(+)	means	the	student	can	move	up	to	more	
challenging titles.

How	do	you	select	titles	for	students?

There are two approaches, both are similar to independent reading. The first is to let 
the students choose titles within their reading range. The second is to assign titles that 
you believe certain students should experience at reading levels appropriate for them.

What	criteria	are	used	to	assign	the	Rubrics?

The	Rubrics	(+)	(-)	(x)	are	assigned	by	the	criteria	stated	in	the	section	of	this	Teacher	
Resource titled Web-Based Teacher Tools for Managing Students and Viewing Data.

How	long	does	it	take	for	a	student	to	work	through	a	title	in	this	computer	program?

If	the	student	is	working	on	a	title	on	or	near	his	reading	level,	it	should	take	15	to	20	
minutes to complete all the tasks. If it takes longer, we recommend you, or someone 
you assign, sit with the student to observe and assist them.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.

Q.
A.
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Do	all	students	work	through	all	46	titles?

It is rare for all students to work through all titles. The program is intended to 
“launch” students into proficient independent reading of all, or at least many of the 
46	titles.

What	if	students	want	to	work	on	titles	that	are	below	their	reading	level?

Because	students	sometimes	become	interested	in	titles	that	are	below	their	level,	
it doesn’t hurt to have them work through the program and read the book after 
completing	the	computer	exercises.	Consider	it	highly	motivated,	extra	reading	
practice.

How	do	I	know	students	actually	comprehend	the	books	they	read	after	they	complete	
the	computer	activities?

Conference	with	students	during	independent	reading	using	the	suggested	questions	
for conferencing included in this Teacher Resource.

How	do	I	introduce	students	to	the	program?

Using	the	Flow	Chart	from	this	Teacher	Resource,	talk	them	through	the	activities	listed	
on	the	chart.	Emphasize	that	their	final	recording	will	be	saved	in	their	Scorecard	along	
with	their	responses	to	Word	Meanings	and	Comprehension	Questions.

Can	students	work	on	some	titles	on	the	computers	in	the	classroom	and	other	titles	
on	computers	in	the	lab	or	in	a	resource	room?

Yes,	as	long	as	students	log	in	properly,	all	their	scores	will	be	accumulated	from	any	
computer in the building that they use.

If the bell rings or students are otherwise interrupted during their computer activities, 
can	they	return	to	the	same	point	in	the	program?

No,	they	will	need	to	start	again	at	the	beginning	of	the	title	on	which	they	were	
working. Starting over is actually beneficial for them as it becomes a valuable review.

How	do	I	get	technical	support	for	this	program?

First, ask for support from your school’s technical support person. If they are not 
available,	contact	Rourke	Publishing	at	800-394-7055.	When	contacting	Rourke,	please	
have your school name, username and password available.
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readIng Web 
TeaCHer’s resourCe Index

Assessment  ...............................................................................11,	13,	18,	21,	29,	62-65,	79
Book	report	prompts	 .....................................................................................................47-52
Books .......................................................................................4,	7,	10,	20,	29,	46,	53-60,	80
Books	and	web	passages	list ..........................................................................................	53-60
Comprehension	questions	 ..................................................................... 11,	13,	19,	64,	68-78
Comprehension	questions	answer	key	 ................................................................................68
Comprehension	reproducibles	 .......................................................................................30-45
Comprehension	reproducibles	by	title	list ...........................................................................	30
Conferencing	with	students	 ..........................................................................................20,	80
Independent reading  ............................................................................. 4,	10,	13,	21,	79,	80
Listening	partners	 .........................................................................................................11,	12
Logins	 .............................................................................................................................6,	61
NAEP	Fluency	Scale	 .............................................................................................................65
Reading level chart ...............................................................................................................60
Reading response journal prompts  .....................................................................................46
Rubrics  ..........................................................................................................................64,	79
Scorecard assessment  .........................................................................................................63
System requirements  ............................................................................................................8
Teacher supported instruction  ......................................................... 4,	10,	13,	20,	21,	61,	62
Vocabulary building ................................................................................ 4,	10,	13,	16,	20-28,	
Vocabulary reproducibles  ...............................................................................................21-28
Vocabulary	Tiers	Defined ......................................................................................................66
Vocabulary	word	list	(alpha) ................................................................................................67
Vocabulary words by book .............................................................................................53-60
Web-based practice  ............................................................................ 4,	5,	10,	11,	13-19,	62
Web-based teacher tools  ...............................................................................................61-65
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• Gravity! Do You Feel It?
• Albert Einstein
• Life Cycles: Sunflowers
• Gray Wolves
• Savannahs
• Gorillas
• Whales

• Our Senses

• Our Sun Brings Life
• Run, Swim, Fly
• Stop and Go, Fast and Slow
• Day and Night
• I Use Science Tools
• Shapes and Patterns We Know
• Creeping Crawlers
• Life Cycle of a Monarch Butterfly
• Animal Habitats
• Me and My Shadow
• Floating and Sinking
• Living or Nonliving?
• Measuring Our World
• Plant Life Cycles
• Stars
• Moon
• Sun
• Space
• Earth
• Planets

InsTruCTIonal readIng levels and quICk TITle guIde
Grade Level K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8+

Guided Reading AB CDEFGHI JKLM NOP QRST UVW XY Z Z+

Lexile BR BR-350 400-550 600-675 700-800 825-900 925-975 1000-1200

DRA A,1-2 3-16 18-28 30-38 38-44 44-50 60 70 80

Accelerated 
Reader K-K.5 1.0-1.8 2.0-2.9 3.0-3.6 4.0-4.8 5.0-5.6 6.0-6.5 7-7.6 8+

WPM Goals N/A 60-70 80-90 90-100 100-110 110-120 110-120 120+ 120+

• Magnet Power
• Matter Comes in All Shapes
• Filling the Earth with Trash
• Made of Metal
• What’s on the Food Chain 
Menu?
• Zap! It’s Electricity
• Studying Weather and Climates
• Where Did the Water Go?
• Growing Up Green
• Trees: Earth’s Lungs
• Recycling Earth’s Resources
• Clean and Green Energy
• Trees Don’t Freeze
• How Muscles and Bones Hold 
You Up
• Life Cycles: Chickens

• Sharks
• Big Cats
• Oceans
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reading Web Comprehension Questions
	 For	each	title,	the	computer	presents	a	Read	Aloud	in	which	comprehension	questions	are	posed	for	students	to	think	about	during	their	
reading	of	the	text.	After	the	computer	exercises,	those	same	questions	are	presented	for	students	to	respond	to.	Their	responses	are	scored	
and	kept	in	their	Student	Folders.
	 The	categories	of	questions	include:
	 	 •	liTEral	-	details	supporting	the	main	ideas
	 	 •	iNFErENTial	-	combining	facts	from	the	text	with	background	knowledge
	 	 •	STrUCTUral	-	cause/effect,	comparison/contrast,	sequence,	classification

level lexile WPM Title literal inferential Structural

B  K BR 60-70 Our	Senses •	• •	• •

D		1 100 60-70 Our	Sun	Brings	Life •	• •	•	 •

D		1 100 60-70 Run,	Swim,	Fly • •	•	• •

D		1 100 60-70 Stop	and	Go,	Fast	and	Slow •	• •	•	•

E		1 150 60-70 Day	and	Night • •	•	• •

E		1 150 60-70 I	Use	Science	Tools •	•	• •	•

G		1 250 60-70 Shapes	and	Patterns	We	Know •	 •	• •	•

G		1 250 60-70 Creeping Crawlers •	•	 •	• •

G		1 250 60-70 Life	Cycle	of	a	Monarch	Butterfly •	• •	• •

H  1 300 60-70 Animal	Habitats •	•	• • •

H  1 300 60-70 Me	and	My	Shadow • •	• •	•

I		1 350 70-80 Floating	and	Sinking • •	• •	•

I		1 350 70-80 Living	or	Nonliving? •	• •	• •

I		1 350 70-80 Measuring	Our	World •	•	• • •

I		1 350 70-80 Plant	Life	Cycles •	• •	• •

J  2 400 70-80 Magnet Power •	• •	• •

J  2 400 70-80 Matter	Comes	in	All	Shapes • •	• •	•

K  2 450 80-90 Filling	the	Earth	with	Trash • •	•	•	•

K  2 450 80-90 Made of Metal • •	•	•	•

K  2 450 80-90 What’s	on	the	Food	Chain	Menu? •	•	 •	•	•

L		2 500 80-90 Zap!	It’s	Electricity •	• •	•	•

M  2 550 80-90 Studying	Weather	and	Climates • •	•	• •

M  2 550 80-90 Where	Did	the	Water	Go? • •	•	• •

N		3 600 90-100 Gravity!	Do	You	Feel	It? •	• •	•	•
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level lexile WPM Title literal inferential Structural

F		1 200 60-70 Stars •	• •	• •

G		1 250 60-70 Moon •	•	• •	 •

G		1 250 60-70 Sun •	•	• • •

G		1 250 60-70 Space •	•	• •	•

G		1 250 60-70 Earth •	•	• •	•

H  1 300 60-70 Planets •	•	• •	•

J  2 400 70-80 Growing	Up	Green •	• •	•	•

J  2 400 70-80 Trees:	Earth’s	Lungs • •	•	•	•

J  2 400 70-80 Recycling	Earth’s	Resources •	•	•	• •

K  2 450 80-90 Clean	and	Green	Energy •	• •	• •

K  2 450 80-90 Trees	Don’t	Freeze •	•	•	• •

L		2 500 80-90 How	Muscles	and	Bones	
Hold	You	Up

• •	• •	•

M  2 550 80-90 Life	Cycles:	Chickens •	•	• • •

N		3 600 90-100 Albert	Einstein •	• • •	•

N		3 600 90-100 Life	Cycles:	Sunflowers •	•	• •	•

O		3 625 90-100 Gray	Wolves • •	• •	•

P  3 675 90-100 Savannahs • •	•	• •

P  3 675 90-100 Gorillas •	• •	• •

P  3 675 90-100 Whales •	• • •	•

R  4 725 100-110 Sharks •	•	• • •

R  4 725 100-110 Big Cats •	• •	• •

R  4 725 100-110 Oceans • •	•	• •
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