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Learning Goal

In this professional learning webinar we will 
explore informational text in the classroom and 
the what, why, and how. In this basic session, 
participants will investigate: 
•  What is informational text? 
•  Differences between non-fiction and fiction 

texts 
•  Why should I use informational text? 
•  Research shared 

•  Benefits for students 
•  How can I increase student engagement and 

student success with informational text? 
•  Text features and text structures 

•  Teaching strategies and questions to ask 
•  Teacher resources 



What is Informational Text?

  Informational text is nonfiction writing, written with the intention 
of informing the reader about a specific topic. It is typically 
found in newspapers, magazines, certain subject textbooks, 
autobiographies and instruction manuals with all of said 
resources also available and used online. The author uses 
visual representations such as pictures, infographics and in 
many cases online, memes, gifs or short clips to enhance the 
understanding of the topic.  

  Informational text is not just “non-fiction”. Students should be 
able to determine the difference of informational text and non-
fiction via typography.  

  The Florida Standards uses the CCSS definition of 
informational text: same as above but includes terms technical 
texts (how-to books and procedural books) and literary non-
fiction. 



The Florida Standards and Informational Text

Standard Code 

  LAFS.K.RI.4.10  

  LAFS.1.RI.4.10  

  LAFS.2.RI.4.10 

  LAFS.3.RI.4.10  

  LAFS.4.RI.4.10  

  LAFS.5.RI.4.10  

Standard 
  Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and 

understanding 

  With prompting and support, read informational texts appropriately 
complex for grade 1 

  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, 
including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the 
grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range 

  By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, 
including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the 
high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently.  

  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, 
including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the 
grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. 

  By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, 
including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, at the 
high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 



The Florida Standards and Informational Text

Standard Code 

  LAFS.6.RI.4.10 & 
LAFS.7.RI.4.10  

  LAFS.8.RI.4.10  

  LAFS.910.RI.4.10  

  LAFS.1112.RI.
4.10  

Standard 
  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the 

grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range 

  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the 
high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently.  

  By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the 
grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 10, read 
and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of thegrades 9–10 
text complexity band independently and proficiently 

  By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the 
grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 12, read 
and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 11–
CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 



Differences Between Fiction and Non-Fiction Texts

Fictional Text 

  Mysteries 

  Sci-Fi 

  Romance 

  Fantasy 

  Crime Thrillers 

  *Chick Lit 

  “Teen” Lit 

  “YA” Lit 

  The Onion 

  Facebook!  

Non-Fictional Text 

  Literary Non-Fiction 

  “employs literary techniques and artistic 
vision usually associated with fiction or 
poetry to report on actual persons, 
places, or events.” 

  Informative Non-Fiction 

  “The purpose of informative nonfiction is 
to explain or inform about a concept or 
situation.” 



Why Should I Use Informational Text? "
Nationally Recognized Educators Share Their Why

“I think we need to teach informational text 
because, for the most part, we've taught 
students to read stories: beginnings, middles, 
ends. Informational text forces us out of that 
habit and into an invigorating world of 
argument, bias, perspective, and crucial 
questions about how truth is constructed in 
non-fiction texts.” – Sarah Brown Wessling 2010 National 
Teacher of the Year 

sarahbrownwessling.com and Twitter @SarahWessling 



Why Should I Use Informational Text?"
Nationally Recognized Educators Give Their Why

•  “Quick thought from my practice is that pairing 
literature and informational texts can compound 
interest. Pairing TKAM with an excerpt from 
Brian Stevenson's Just Mercy memoir can 
illuminate the current impact of the historical 
legacy of prejudice in Lee's work, for instance.”  

•  “Another angle is simply that kids often care 
about *certain* issues in the real world. My 
students are reading about the refugee crisis 
with fervor right now.  I had a group of reluctant 
make readers diving into science articles on 
concussions because of the link to football.”  

•  “Teens like to argue, or as I phrase it more 
generously, 'convince others of the merit of their 
ideas.' With non-fiction, we can learn how others 
do this, so that we can better do it ourselves. It's 
a pretty cool experience for a student to read 
something and say, "well, that was convincing" 
and then take it apart to find out HOW the author 
used their jedi-writing-voodoo to be convincing.”- 
Sean McComb 2014 National Teacher of the Year 
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BRAIN BREAK

When teaching informational text, it is important to pace 
students. Brain Breaks after complex work allows 
students’ brains to better process the information. 

“Pencil Perfect!” 



Why Should I Use Informational Text?"
Nationally Recognized Educators Give Their Why

•  “We can engage students with informational texts by 
using them to generate an authentic purpose for 
reading.” - Katie Brown 2014 WATOY 

•  “Informational text deepens our understanding of 
topics we may be reading in fiction and gives teachers 
opportunities to teach about text features (captions, 
headings, attribution, motive, context) that may be 
invisible or irrelevant in fiction.” -Anna East Baldwin 2014 
MTTOY 

•  “I learned more in VH-1 Pop-Up videos than I did with 
reading an article. Now I do it with my students and 
informational is more meaningful when paired with 
fiction.” – Holly Bloodsworth 2014 KYTOY  



Why Should I Use Informational Text?"
Nationally Recognized Educators Give Their Why

•  “Nonfiction is the author's take on reality: real 
experience, real ideas, beliefs, people; we 
engage it to understand how we fit into that 
reality or how it fits (or not) into our own. It is the 
genre we pull to to figure out what's going on 
inside of us and what's going on in the world. 
That's the best reason to teach it, in my opinion. 
Academically, we should teach nonfiction 
because it is the language of college and career 
- the text of the "real world" that we want kids to 
be able to navigate.” – Shanna Peeples 2015 National 
Teacher of the Year 

   My website: www.shannapeeples.com is full of nonfiction! 



Research on Informational Texts for Academic Growth

Fill your classroom! 

IT increases home-
school connection! 

Know your students 
as many are more 
fascinated by fact 
over fiction! 

Placement of IT next 
to Stories makes for 
cross connection 
coursework! 

Increase 
Student Access 

to IT Introduce IT with 
read alouds and 
dialogue before 
diving into complex 
text! 

Research shows IT 
increases decoding 
and words 
identification 

Give the time and 
autonomy to your 
students so they may 
discover what they 
like via IT.  

Increase Time 
Spent Working 

with IT 

Model & Mark!  

Reciprocal Teaching 
asking questions, 
summarizing, 
clarifying, & making 
predictions.  

Explicitly Teach 
Comprehension 

Strategies 
 Create an classroom 
that inspires a desire 
to learn more via 
hands on activities. 

Reading for 
Creating… 

Create 
moments of IT 

use for 
authentic 
purpose 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/mar04/vol61/num06/The-Case-for-Informational-Text.aspx 
Connor, Kaya, Luck, Toste, Canto, Rice, Tani, Underwood Content Area Literacy: Individualizing Student Instruction in 
Second-Grade Science The Reading Teacher, 63(6), pp. 474–485 2010 



How can I increase student engagement and student success with 
informational text?"

Text Features 

  Captions: Read it aloud in a hushed voice: “the Password is…” 

  Comparisons: Read it aloud in a “Anything you can do I can 
do better!” voice 

  Glossary: Create and interactive word wall with key words 

  Graphics: Enlarge the graphics and have students act out a 
business meeting from a movie and present the chart, graph et al. 

  Illustrations: Ask students to find like photos on their phones 
and put them up on the CHATStacks  or SeeMe for that chapter. 

  Index: Friday Index Game: Name a topic, teams have to find the 
page numbers, open it to that section and tell a fact! 

Text Structure 

  Problem/Solution Ex: Infomercials/
Advertisements 
http://billymays.s3.amazonaws.com/
billymaystranscripts.pdf 

  Cause & Effect Ex: Current Events 
http://www3.epa.gov/climatechange/kids/ 

  Compare/Contrast Ex: Sports articles 
discussing teams 
http://myespnforkids.com/ 



How can I increase student engagement and student success with 
informational text?"

Text Features 

  Labels: Create label strips instead of sentence strips and put the 
word on the blank label to fill it out. 

  Maps: Each table in my room is a continent. Students are 
required to identify countries in each to be better prepared when 
maps show up on tests. 

  Typography: Say each emphasis with a different voice and 
gesture ex: bold, italics, underline 

  Subtitles: One of the most important to me when preparing for 
testing, I get hundreds of brochures from everywhere to emphasize 
the importance of recognizing subtitles. Students also make 
brochures after they understand how to use subtitles. 

  Table of Contents: Sentence Strips Game 

Text Structure 

  Description/List Ex: Letter to parents 
about school supplies for the year 

  Time Order/Sequence Ex: recipes, 
directions, historical events Alton Brown 
Good Eats Transcripts 

  Spatial/Descriptive Writing Ex: Describing 
your surroundings or a volcano from 
inside out 
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BRAIN BREAK

“Fantastic!” 



Five More Teaching Strategies Using Informational Text

  Pop-Up Reading! 

  Shared Info Shared World! 

  Philosophical Chairs: Let’s Talk About It! 

  Know the Standards, Master! 

  Podcasts, Presentations and Plays, Oh My! 



  When reading non-fiction stories, use 
“post it” tape to create “pop up” 
questions or facts about the story. This 
infuses both fiction and non-fiction, 
increased vocabulary and higher level 
thinking in English. 

  Once the student understands the 
concept, have the student create the 
“pop up” questions and facts via 
research, conversation, background 
knowledge, et al. 

  Before long, all your fictional books will 
be FILLED with FACTS! 



Combining Non-Fiction Text with Fiction Text: Pop Up Reverse!



Learning Goal

In this professional learning webinar we 
explored informational text in the classroom and 
the what, why, and how. In this basic session, 
participants have investigate: 
•  What is informational text? 
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•  Why should I use informational text? 
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•  Benefits for students 
•  How can I increase student engagement and 

student success with informational text? 
•  Text features and text structures 

•  Teaching strategies and questions to ask 
•  Teacher resources 



READING NON-FICTION IS ESSENTIAL FOR AN INFORMED CITIZENRY. IT 
BUILDS THE ABILITY TO PARTICIPATE THE WORLD OF IDEAS CRITICALLY 
AND EVALUATE THE APPEAL OF INFORMATION. AS MARK TWAIN SAID, 
"THE MAN WHO DOES NOT READ HAS NO ADVANTAGE OVER THE MAN 
WHO CANNOT READ." 
Brian Sztabnik - English Honors Educator/Founder of Talks With Teachers Podcast  www.talkswithteachers.com  



Teacher Resources
•  http://rourkeeducationalmedia.com/ 

•  https://www.nefec.org/ 

•  http://www.learnnc.org/lp/multimedia/19275 

•  http://www.edutopia.org/blog/strategies-keep-
informational-reading-fun-john-spencer 

•  http://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-
informational-text-definition-characteristics-
examples.html 

•  http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5390/urlt/
0081014-lafs.pdf 

•  https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/literary-
nonfiction 

•  http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-
leadership/mar04/vol61/num06/The-Case-for-
Informational-Text.aspx 

•  http://thisreadingmama.com/comprehension/
non-fiction/non-fiction-text-structure/ 

•  http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/text-
structure/ 

•  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=1TZCP6OqRlE The Giving Tree 1973 
Narrated by S.S. 



NOTE: 
To change the  
image on this 
slide, select 
the picture and 
delete it. Then 
click the 
Pictures icon in 
the placeholder 
to insert your 
own image. 

STEM: ENGAGING 
STUDENTS IN 
INFORMATIONAL TEXT


